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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  report  for 
the  yoar  1952,  and  including  as  an  appendix  a  report  on  the  Local 
Hoolth  Authority's  services  in  the  West  Riding  County  Council's 
No.l,  Health  Division  which  covers  the  urban  districts  of  Silsden, 
Skipton,  Earby  and  Barnoldswiok,  and  the  Skipton  Rural  District, 

The  sections  of  the  report  dealing  with  housing, 
factories,  environmental  hygiene,  and  the  supervision  of  food  have 
boon  compiled  by  tho  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  to  whom  my  thanks 
aro  duo,  not  only  for  this,  but  for  his  co-operation  and  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 

It  is,  of  course,  but  a  brief  report  on  the  work 
performed,  and  is  largely  without  nows  value.  Only  by  looking 
back  to  tho  beginning  of  the  century  can  a  true  appreciation 
be  obtained  of  what  has  boon  done  by  advances  in  medicine  and 
the  prevention  of  disease.  During  that  period  infant  and 
maternal  mortality  rates  alike  have  fallen  to  one  fifth:  the 
death  rate  of  school  children  has  fallen  by  some  the 

dreaded  summer  diarrhoea  of  infants  has  been  abolished:  and  the 
proportion  of  people  over  65  has  more  than  doubled:  These  are 
but  a  few  examples,  ’’The  first  duty  of  medicine”  wrote  Sir 
George  Newman  "is  not  to  cure  disease  but  to  prevent  it". 

In  concluding  this  introduction,  I  should  like  to 
place  on  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members,  the  Clerk 
and  other  officials,  and  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their 
kindness  and  courteous  assistance  at  all  times, 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M,  HUNTER 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  Urban  District  (acres)  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Estimated  population  ,,  . 

Population  at  the  1951  Census  ••  ••  ..  •• 

Nuinber  of  Inhabited  Houses  (estimated)  ,, 


Rateable  Value  for  General  Rate,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  £92,166, 
Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  £364, 


4,211 
12,930 
13,210 
4,414 
Os,  0 
5s,  4 


BIRTHS 


Live,  Legitimate 

Illeg  itimate 


Total  Male  Female 

179  89  90 

5  3  2 


Total: 


Still,  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 


Total: 


Total  Births: 

BIRTH  RATES 


Live  Births  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  ,,  ,,  ,,  14,23 

Still  Births  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births),  ,,  ,,  26,45 


DEATH  RATES 
(crude) 

(per  1,000  estimated  population) , 


All  causes  ,«  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  .,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  12,83 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ,,  ,,  . .  ,07 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,,  .  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,. 

Respiratory  Diseases,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,30 

Cancer  . . .  ,,  ,,  ,,  . .  2,08 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ,,  . . .  ,,  5,72 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


All  infants  (per  1,000  live  births) 


32 


Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates ^  Analysia  of  Mortality, 

Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain 

Infeotioua  Diseases  in  the  Year  1952 


Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns 


! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

England 

and 

Wales 

C . B ' s  and 
groat  Towns 
incl. London 

1 

1 

Smaller 

Towns  (resident 
pop, 25,000  - 
50,000  at  1951 
Census) 

London  1 
Admin 
County 

Skipton 
Urban 
District  j 

i 

BIRTHS j 

Ratos  per  1 

,000  Home  Population 

Livo  Births 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

14.23 

Still  Births 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

.38 

DEATHS: 

All  causes 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

12.83 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

•  0.00 

0.00 

- 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

- 

Tuboroulosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

.07 

!  Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

> 

Smallpox 

0.00 

- 

> 

> 

Aouto  Poliomyelitis 
including 

Polio  eno  ep  hal it  is 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

- 

Pneumonia 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

.07 

(corrected) 

j  Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

m 

1  Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

- 

j  Meningococcal 

i  Infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03. 

0,02 

i  Scarlet  Fever 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

2.69 

Whooping  Cough 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

1.93 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

mm 

Smallpox 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

«. 

Measles 

8.86 

10.11 

8,49 

9.23 

2.08 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
( including 
i  Polioencephalitis 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

i  (a)  Paralytic 

C,06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

I 

!  (b)  Non  Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

1 

.  1 

!  Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 

M  i 

j  Puerperal  pyrexia 

i  17.87  ( 

a)  23.94  (a) 

10.22  (a) 

30.77  (a 

)  10.58(a)j 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births* 


England 

and 

Wales 

C.B’s.  and 
great  Towns 
including 
London 

Smaller  Towns 
(resident  pop. 

25,000  - 
50,000  at  1951 
Census) 

London 

Admin. 

County 

- r 

1 

Skipton 

Urban 

District 

Rates  j. 

ler  1,000  Live  Births 

DEATHS; 

All  causes 

under 

1  year  of 

age. 

27.6(b) 

31.2 

25.8 

23.8 

32.60 

Enteritis 

and 

!  Diarrhoea 

under 

i  2  years  of 

age 

1.1 

1.3 

0.5 

0.7 

- 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 


t 

i 

1 

1 

England  &  Wales 

Skipton  Urban 
District 

i  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 

1  and  the  puerperium 

i 

0.09 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 

i 

0.02 

- 

1 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperium 

I 

0.21 

1 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth 

0.09 

Abortion  without  mention  of 
sepsis  or  toxaemia 

0.04 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.07 

- 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  tho  puerperium 

0.20 

(a)  Per  1,000  related  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  Live  Births 


DEATH 


Cause  of  Death 


Disease 

Males 

FfSnales 

Total 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

1 

1 

Tuboroulosis  Other 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

mm 

Diphtheria 

m 

- 

- 

TfVheeping  Ceugh 

m 

- 

Meningecoccal  Infections 

- 

- 

mm 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

M 

- 

Measles 

- 

•m 

•• 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Ixmg,  bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  Neoplasms 

7 

7 

14 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

Diabetes 

■■ 

mm 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

24 

35 

Coronary  diseases,  angina 

22 

10 

32 

Hypertension  viith  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  diseases 

10 

22 

32 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

2 

6 

8 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

«■ 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

mm 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

7 

14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

Hoiaicide  and  operations  of  War 

All  causes 

79 

87 

166 

COMMENTARY  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS; 


The  birth  rate  of  14.2  is  a  little  beloTiv  the  rates  of  15.3  for 
England  and  Vifales,  and  15.4  for  the  West  Riding,  The  rates  for  England 
and  ViTales  over  the  past  five  years  wore  15,3  15,5  15.8  16,7  and  17,9 


DE/^THS: 


The  crude  death  rate  of  12,8  compares  favourably  with  rates  of 
13,9  and  14,8  in  the  two  preceding  years.  The  adjusted  death  rate 
obtained  by  using  the  area  comparability  factor  was  11,7  compared  with 
11,3  for  England  and  Wales,  This  comparability  factor  is  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General  and  permits  a  comparison  to  be  made  between 
populations  which  vary  in  their  constitution  according  to  age  and  sex, 
and  in  which  birth  and  death  rates  are  not  otherwise  strictly  com¬ 
parable. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  oauses  of  death  in  order  of 
numerical  importance,  these  being  (1)  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
(11)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (111)  Cancer, 

INFAI^ILE  MORTALITY; 

This  is  the  death  rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  and 
was  32.6  compared  with  30,0  for  the  West  Riding  and  27,6  for  England 
and  Y/ales. 

IvATEItNAL  MORTALITY; 

There  were  again  no  deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy,  child¬ 
birth,  or  the  puerporium.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.72, 
compared  with  0,79  0,86  and  0,98  in  the  three  preceding  years. 


Whilst  vital  statistics  have  for  long  been  regarded  and  still 
form  a  useful  guide  to  the  major  causes  of  death  their  value  as  an  index 
of  the  health  of  a  district  is  now  being  questioned.  For  when  many  of  the 
grave  diseases,  particularly  infections,  are  a  thing  of  the  past  or  have 
diminished  in  importance,  it  is  becoming  evident  that  we  lack  reliable 
statistical  evidence  on  morbidity,  i.e,  ill  health  of  the  kind  which 
fills  hospitals,  out-patient  departments  and  doctors*  surgeries,  and  which 
results  not  in  death  but  a  lowered  resistance,  anxiety  states,  and  in  an 
inability  to  make  the  most  of  life.  It  has,  therefore,  been  suggested 
that  other  indices  of  social  health  or  ill  health  should  be  considered 
such  as  the  fall  in  the  birth  rate,  the  suicide  rate,  the  incidence  of 
juvenile  delinquency,  the  industrial  sickness  rate,  and  the  extent  of 
absenteeism,  if  we  are  to  obtain  a  true  estimate  of  the  health  of  the 
nation  and  avoid  an  excess  of  optimism. 


SECTION  B 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


1.  GLNER^X 


The  home  nursing,  midwifery,  health  visiting, 
ambulanoe,  home  help,  and  mental  health  services  are  provided  by 
the  County  Counoil  and  dealt  with  in  the  Appendix,  Roforonoe 
will  also  bo  found  there  to  staffing  and  olinio  arrangomonts, 
vaccination  and  immunisation,  the  prevention  of  illness,  and 
the  school  health  service, 

2,  LABORATORY  SERVICES 


The  Medical  Research  Council's  laboratories  in  Wakefield 
and  Bradford  are  available  for  the  examination  of  water,  milk, 
ice-cream  and  a  variety  of  pathological  specimens.  They  provide 
an  excellent  service  and  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
directors  is  greatly  appreciated, 

3,  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

There  have  been  no  major  alterations  in  the  general 
arrangements  during  the  year.  The  proportion  of  births  taking 
place  in  hospital  is  very  high,  and  no  application  for  admission 
has  boon  refused.  Even  so,  there  have  been  periods  when  a 
proportion  of  beds  have  been  unoccupied,  and  a  review  of  the 
hospital  maternity  services  is  overdue. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  securing  accommodation 
for  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  the  pressure  on  beds  for 
the  aged  and  chronic  sick  appears  to  be  rather  less.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Skipton  General  Hospital  will  eventually  bo 
developed  to  moot  the  noods  of  the  Craven  District,  for  present 
arrangomonts  fall  far  short  of  that  ideal.  It  may  bo  of 
interest  to  tho  roador  of  this  report  to  know  that  the  cost 
of  the  hospital  services  in  England  and  Wales  is  now  £250 
million  per  annum,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  average 
cost  per  week  of  maintaining  a  patient  during  the  year  ended 
31st,  March,  1951,  in  the  different  types  of  hospital  in  tho 
Leeds  Regional  Board's  aroa:- 

Wholly  Mainly 

General  ^luronic  Maternity  Montal  Tuberculosis 
£13.4,7,  £7,13,1,  £16,19,0.  £3.9,10,  £9,0,9, 


This  expenditure  on  hospital  services  has  increased  year  by 
year,  and  there  is  now  no  doubt  that  more  emphasis  should  be  placed 
on  the  home  services  -  i.e.  homo  nursing,  domiciliary  midwifory  and 
homo  holp  servicos.  Quito  apart  from  tho  fact  that  unless  hospital 
admission  is  imperative,  most  patients  are  happier  and  would  prefer 
to  remain  at  homo® 

4.  BLIMP  PERSONS 

There  are  35  blind  persons  registered  in  the  district. 
Supervision  is  given  by  the  Blind  Persons  Teacher  employed  by  tho 
County  Council,  and  specialist  examinations  are  carried  out  period¬ 
ically  by  an  ophthalmologist, 

5.  WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  VlTater  undertaking  is  controlled  by  the  Covuacil,  and  is 
supervised  by  the  Surveyor  and  'Water  Engineer*  In  addition  to 
supplying  the  needs  of  the  urban  district  a  bulk  supply  agreement 
is  in  operation  with  the  Skipton  Rural  District  Council  to  supply 
Embsay  village^  Halton  East  and  Draughton,  and  arrangements  for 
further  bulk  supplies  to  that  authority  are  proceeding  *  The 
reservoir  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Embsay  Moor,  and  has  a 
capaoity  of  175,426,500  gallons,  and  a  top  water  level  of  700  feet 
above  ordnance  datum.  The  area  of  the  gathering  groimd  is  665  acres, 
tho  depth  of  the  rosorvoir  56  foot,  and  tho  water  area  26^  acres. 

The  water  is  conveyed  to  the  town  by  a  12  inch  trunk  main, 
and  the  average  daily  consumption  is  approximately  656,000  gallons, 
and  in  Embsay  village  35,000  gallons, 

A  filtration  plant  is  installed  consisting  of  eight  Candy 
pressure  filters,  together  with  an  apparatus  for  injecting  sulphate 
of  alumina  and  hydrate  of  lime.  During  the  War  a  chlorination  plant 
was  installed;  but  this  temporary  plant  will  shortly  be  replaced 
by  modern  Wallace  and  Tiernan  plant  capable  of  giving  either  marginal 
or  break-point  chlorination.  This  plant  incorporates  the  most  recent 
developments  in  chlorination  practice,  and  includes  a  chlorine 
residual  recorder.  Most  of  the  plant  has  already  been  received 
and  fixed,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  unit  to  be 
brovight  into  I'se  early  in  February,  1953, 

The  supply  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district,  and 
the  resorvoir  storage  capacity  is  equal  to  265  days  supply.  During 
tho  year  tho  smallest  quantity  in  rosorvo  was  208  days  supply. 


The  quality  is  indicated  by  the  folloviing  results  of  samples 


PLUMBO  SOLVENCY 


Lac  e 

Approx. length  of 
lead  service  pipe 

Load  content 
(grains  por  gin, ) 

pH  Value 

18.  4.5?, 

20' 

Nil 

6.8  standing  in 
pipe  all  night. 

18. 

20* 

Nil 

6,6  standing  in 
pipe  for  measured 
period  of  ■§•  hour. 

5.12.52 

20' 

Nil 

6,9  standing  in 
pipe  all  night. 

5.12.52 

20* 

Nil 

6,9  standing  in 
pipe  for  moasurod 
period  of  ■§•  hour. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


Unf ilterod 


Dato 

Plato  Count, 

Probable  Number 

Probable 

Yoastrol  agar 

of  coliform 

nimibor 

2  days  37^C 

bacilli. 

faecal  coli 

aerobically 

MaoConkoy 

21,2.52 

32 

1 

1 

'..4.52 

7 

0 

0 

Flit or od  and  Chlorinated 


Date 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel 
agar  2  days  37°C 
aerobically 

Probable  Number 
of  coliform 
bac ill i ,MaoConkey 

Probable  No, 
faecal  coli 

1-.  1.52 

6 

0 

0 

1.  1.52 

7 

0 

0 

30.  1.52 

7 

0 

0 

30,  1.52 

12 

0 

0 

21.  2.52 

6 

0 

0 

21.  2.52 

3 

0 

0 

17.  3.52 

4 

0 

0 

31.  3.52 

250 

1 

1 

7.  4.52 

Nil 

0 

0 

7.  4.52 

1 

0 

0 

7.  4.52 

2 

0 

0 

7.  4.52 

Nil 

0 

0 

9.  4.52 

1 

0 

0 

9.  4.52 

7 

0 

0 

23.  4.52 

6 

0 

0 

7.  5.52 

-  Nil 

0  . 

0 

7.  5.52 

4 

0 

0 

21.  5.52 

44 

0 

0 

9.  6.62 

12 

0 

0 

7.  7.52 

1 

0 

0 

15.  7.52 

7 

0 

0 

24.  7.52 

6 

0 

0 

3.  9.52 

4 

0 

0 

3,  9.52 

7 

0 

0 

16.  9.52 

Nil 

0 

0 

14.10.52 

2 

0 

0 

14.10.52 

5 

0 

0 

3.11.52 

3 

0 

0 

13,11.52 

3 

0 

0 

13.11.52 

2 

0 

0 

31.12.52 

3 

0 

0 

31.12.52 

2 

0  1 
_ L 

0 

6,  SWBMING  BATHS 


The  covered  and  open-air  pools  have  been  available,  the  latter 
for  only  a  limited  period  during  the  summer,  for  it  has  no  filtration 
plant  and  effective  chlorination  is  difficult  to  achieve.  Although 
the  covered  pool  has  no  chlorination  plant,  regular  treatment  with  Chl( 
and  frequent  testing  has  generally  shown  a  satisfactory  water  when 
examined  bacteriologically. 


7.  SEWERAGE,  DRAINilGE  AND  SEmGE  DISPOSAL 


There  is  almost  a  oomplete  system  of  sewerage  in  the 
town.  There  were  extensions  on  the  Horse  Close  Counoil  housing 
estate  and  the  Tarn  Moor  estate  for  private  development, 
which  included  approximately  297  yards  of  6”  surface  water 
sowor,  335  yards  of  9”  foul  sower  and  130  yards  of  6”  foul 
sower. 


There  were  no  complaints  of  pollution  from  the  sewage 
works,  and  the  methods  of  treatment  wore  found  to  bo  satis¬ 
factory. 


The  sanitary  inspectors  made  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  visits  to  premises  to  inspect  drainage  work.  The  now 
work  inspected  was  in  relation  to  the  follovjing:  the  con¬ 
version  of  twelve  hopper  type  wator-clusots  to  pedestal  typo 
wator-olosots,  the  construction  of  twenty- two  fresh  wator- 
closots,  and  the 'reconstruct ion  of  drains  at  eight  dwelling- 
houses. 

Closet  Accommodation: 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  town  is  on  the  water- 
carriage  system,  and  the  approximate  number  of  sanitary 
conveniences  is  6,262  fresh  water-closets,  8  waste  water- 
closets  and  4  pail  closets. 

The  4  pail  closets  are  situated  in  the  built-up  aroa, 
and  are  inconvertible  because  they  are  situated  below  the 
level  of  the  sowor, 

Rivera  and  Streams: 


The  responsible  authority  for  the  supervision  of  rivers 
and  streams  is  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board,  No  complaints  of 
pollution  were  received  by  the  department,  and  no  instances 
of  pollution  come  to  the  notice  of  the  sanitary  inspectors, 

8,  FCX)D  HYGIENE 


Although  no  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  in 
the  district  during  the  year,  wo  all  live  under  the  constant 
throat  of  infections  due  to  germs  of  intestinal  origin.  The 
prevention  of  food  poisoning  depends  on  sound  personal  and 
environmental  hygiene,  and  the  follonning  abstract  from  the 
Report  of  the  Chiof  Medical  Officer  on  ''The  State  of  the 
Public  Health  in  1950"  provides  on  excellent  summary. 


’’■^Vhile  muah.  has  still  to  be  discovered  about  the  spread  of 
food  infections,  particularly  those  associated  with  the  salmonellae, 
the  application  of  present  knowledge  by  caterers  might  make  an 
immediate  and  substantial  difference  to  the  size  of  the  problem. 
Nearly  half  the  outbreaks  whore  the  kind  of  food  by  which  the 
infection  was  spread  was  ascertained  were  associated  with  processed, 
mado-up  and  re-heated  meat  dishes  such  as  meat  pics,  brawn,  sausage, 
pressed  beef,  re-heated  and  cold  meats,  stews,  gravy  and  stock. 

These  outbreaks  were  due  to  failure  to  maintain  an  adequate  standard 
of  personal  and  kitchen  hygiene,  and  to  faulty  methods  used  in 
preparing  food  for  largo  numbers.  Harmful  bacteria  usually  got  into 
food  from  the  contaminated  hands  of  kitchen  workers  and  cooks. 
Scrupulous  personal  hygiene  is  essential  for  all  food  handlers. 

Every  effort  must  be  made  by  employers  to  provide  wash-hand  basins 
in  kitchens  and  water-closets,  with  abundant  hot  water,  soap,  nail 
brushes  and  clean  towels.  Employees  must  be  made  to  recognise  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  wash  their  hands  and  forearms  frequently  during 
the  day’s  work,  and  that  particular  care  is  required  after  visits  to 
the  water-closet.  Though  education  in  the  hygiene  of  food  prepara¬ 
tion  is  now  spreading  owing  to  the  efforts  of  medical  officers  of 
health  and  the  catering  trade,  it  still  lags  far  behind  what  is 
necessary.  Members  of  the  public  can  speed  the  progress  by  actively 
insisting  that  their  food  is  prepared  and  served  with  due  regard  to 
cleanliness  at  all  stages”. 

Trifles,  custard,  cream  buns,  ice-cream  and  other  foods  of 
a  like  kind  usually  provide  the  means  of  transmission  of  infection 
in  the  other  half  of  the  outbreaks.  Whilst  infected  duck  eggs 
still  continue  to  provide  their  quota  of  cases.  Contrary  to  what  is 
often  thought  there  is  little  danger  in  this  country  from  the  use 
of  meat  derived  from  diseased  animals j  it  lies  wholly  in  the  methods 
of  preparation  and  sale. 

This  subject  is  one  which  obviously  requires  a  great  deal 
of  attention,  for  food  poisoning  is  an  entirely  preventable  disease, 

9,  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council  in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research,  and  three  types  of  instrvunent  are  located  in 
Skipton.  The  deposit  gauge  measures  the  amotint  of  deposited  matter 
polluting  the  atmosphere,  the  lead  peroxide  instrument  the  amount  of 
sulphur  (SO5)  pollution,  and  the  smoke  filter  the  amount  of 
suspended  impurity. 

The  results  of  analyses  with  these  instruments  are  shown  in 
the  following  table:- 


Month 

Rainfall 
in  mn 

Total  Solids 
deposited  in 
tons  per  sq. 
mile 

Sulphur- in 
milligrams 
(SO  )  per 
lOO'^sq.oms. 
per  day 

Average  daily 
suspended 
impurity  in 
milligrams 
per  cubic 
metro. 

January 

108 

13.85 

0.86 

55.2 

February 

22 

8.05 

0.79 

55.2 

March 

40 

5.63 

4.55 

39.4 

April 

57 

17.25 

0. 53 

55.2 

May 

No  figures  available 

0.48 

30.2 

June 

63 

11.35 

0.27 

30.2 

July 

82 

21.53 

0.18 

21.0 

August 

103 

14.69 

0.40 

23.0 

September 

102 

16.95 

0.32 

No  figuroQ 
available 

October 

104 

15.63 

0.59 

-do- 

November 

49 

11.39 

0.70 

33.3 

Docomber 

91 

.  - 

20.38 

0.97 

39.4 

It  has  been  estimated  that  each  year  in  Britain  about 
3  million  tons  of  solid  matter  are  thrown  into  the  air 
together  with  about  5  million  tons  of  sulphurdioxido.  Most 
of  the  ash  is  from  non-domostio  sources,  but  half  the  oarb- 
onaooous  matter  or  'smoko*  is  dorivod  from  the  inefficient 
and  wasteful  domestic  firo.  This  pollution  of  the  air 
causes  not  only  economic  loss,  but  also  has  important  social 
implications,  and  although  some  progress  has  boon  mado  towards 
its  reduction  by  legislation,  education, and  in  the  improved 
design  of  fires  and  furnaces,  a  great  deal  more  remains  to  be 
done. 


The  evil  results  of  atmospheric  pollution  wore  evident 
in  London  in  early  Dooombor  when  there  was  a  very  severe  fog. 

The  deaths  registered  rose  from  945  for  the  week  ending 
December  6th  to  2,484  in  the  following  week,  the  increase 
being  associated  almost  entirely  with  disorders  of  the  heart 
and  respiratory  system.  Those  figures  refer  only  to  deaths: 
one  con  only  surmise  what  the  effect  may  have  boon  on  the 
health  of  those  Londoners  who  did  not  die, 

10.  CREMATION 

The  Skipton  Urban  District  Council's  crematorium  was 
opened  on  SOth.May,  1952,  and  since  that  date  over  three  hundred 
cremations  have  taken  place.  There  is  a  growing  demand  for 
this  simple,  ccmiplote,  hygienic  and  reverent  method  of  disposal 


of  the  dead,  and  the  establishment  of  a  orematorima  in  Skipton  meets 
a  long  standing  need  over  a  -wide  area.  It  is  also  an  eoonomio  method, 
for  half  a  million  people  die  in  Great  Britain  each  year,  and  to  bury 
them  requires  on  an  average  500  acres  of  land. 

The  Modioal  Officer  of  Health  is  medical  reforoo  to  the 
Crematorium,  assisted  by  a  deputy  as  required. 

11.  MTIomL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951. 

Those  Acts  provide  for  the  removal  to  hospital  or  other 
suitable  place  of  persons  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or 
being  aged,  infirm,  or  physically  handicapped  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  being  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  and 
not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care  and  attention. 

It  -was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  these  Acts  during 
the  year,  for  although  cases  of  this  type  come  to  notice  it  was 
eventually  possible  to  deal  with  all  of  them  by  other  methods. 


SECTION  C. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


1.  DIPHTHERIA 

Another  year  has  passed  without  a  single  case  of  diphtheria 
in  the  district.  The  incidence  throughout  the  country  is  still 
falling,  and  in  1951  there  were  34  deaths  and  699  notifications 
compared  with  some  3,000  deaths  and  55,000  to  60,000  cases  per  annum 
in  the  years  before  the  last  War.  Fifty  years  ago  there  were  nearly 
10,000  deaths  per  annum. 

This  great  achievement  in  preventive  medicine  has  not 
received  the  attention  it  merits,  for  the  benefit  conferred  is  not 
appreciated  consciously  by  the  person  whoso  life  is  saved,  nor 
indeed  by  anyone  else.  Yet  the  cost  of  immunisation  against  this 
once  dreaded  disease  is  relatively  insignificant  both  in  money 
and  in  the  trouble  involved. 

2.  SCARLET  FEVER 


Although  there  was  a  considerable  increase  with  34  cases 
compared  with  7  in  1951  they  wore  generally  of  a  mild  type  and  tho 
majority  were  nursed  at  homo. 


3,  WHOOPING  COUGH 


Thoro  viioro  25  oasos  oompared  with  21  and  35  in  tho 
two  previous  yoars,  Vaooination  against  this  disease  was  jnado 
frooly  available  during  tho  sooond  half  of  the  year,  and  if 
generally  acooptod  should  produce  a  oonsidorablo  roduotion 
in  future  years. 

4,  MERLES 


As  this  disease  hod  boon  prevalent  in  the  two  previous 
years  a  roduotion  was  to  bo  expected  in  1952.  Thoro  wore  in 
fact  only  27  oases, 

5.  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 


Two  oases  wore  notified  following  confinement  in 
hospital.  Both  made  satisfactory  recoveries, 

6.  TUBERCULOSIS 


Under  Section  28  of  tho  National  Health  Service  Act 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  tho 
prevention  of  tuberculosis,  and  for  the  after  care  of  patients 
Preventive  measures  include  tho  tracing  of  tho  source  of 
infection  in  notified  cases,  tho  following  up  and  examination 
of  contacts,  tho  training  of  patients  in  a  mode  of  life  and 
habits  which  will  render  them  ’safe*  to  tho  community,  and 
the  instruction  of  the  family  in  practical  steps  to  guard 
against  infection.  He  must  be  assured  of  the  closest  co¬ 
operation  by  the  other  responsible  authorities,  and  of  full 
information  concerning  patients  suffering  from  tho  infection. 
In  1949  there  were  20,000  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  England 
and  Wales,  In  tho  previous  year  tho  ratio  (^)  of  deaths  to 
notifications  was  38,  This  gives  some  idea  of  the  magnitude 
of  tho  problem,  but  recent  developments  at  least  boar  some 
promise  of  hastening  tho  day  when  tho  disease  will  bo  brought 
under  control.  These  include  streptomycin  and  other  new 
drugs,  the  use  of  mass  miniature  radiography  on  on  increasing 
scale,  tuberculin  testing,  B.C.G,  vaooination,  tho  provision 
of  additional  bods  in  sanatoria,  and  tho  elimination  of 
tuberculosis  germs  from  milk  either  by  pasteurisation  or  tho 
establishment  of  herds  free  from  infection.  It  should  not 
pass  unnoticed  that  during  this  year  Denmark  hold  celebrations 
to  mark  tho  final  eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  her  dairy 
herds. 


In  so  far  as  this  distriot  is  oonoerned,  there  were  15  cases 
notified  compared  with  13  and  9  in  the  two  preceding  years.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  the  disease,  13  patients  were  admitted  to 
sanatoria,  and  9  patients  discharged. 

B.C.G,  VACCINE.  This  has  been  offered  by  the  Chest  Physioiein  in  all 
suitable  cases.  It  is  a  form  of  inoculation  similar  in  principle  to 
smallpox  vaccination,  and  produces  in  the  human  body  an  artificially 
acquired  resistance  to  the  disease.  As  it  has  only  been  in  use  in 
this  country  for  a  comparatively  short  time,  it  is  uncertain  whether 
it  offers  complete  protection,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  it 
reduces  the  risk  of  contracting  tuberculosis, 

MkSS  EADIOGEAPHY  is  used  for  the  detection  of  early  and  symptomless 
oases  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  xmits  available  in  this  country  are 
examining  about  two  million  people  every  year.  About  3,5  por 
thousand  of  all  persons  examined  are  found  to  have  active  tuberculous 
conditions, 

A  Unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  Skipton  during 
tho  year  but  did  not  operate  elsewhere  in  the  area.  It  is  difficult 
for  administrative  reasons  to  give  figures  on  a  strictly  local  basis, 
so  the  findings  are  given  as  received.  They  apply  to  persons 
attending  entirely  of  their  own  volition. 

Examinations  carried  out  Males  Females 

(a)  Miniature  X-rays  taken  357  509 

(b)  Largo  X-rays  taken  22  17 


Analysis  of  provisional  findings 

(a)  Cases  of  probable  active  tuboroulosis  -  1 

(b)  Cases  of  inactive  tuberculosis  5  6 

(o)  Other  abnormalities  9  6 

(d)  Failed  to  ro-attond  for  largo  films  3  3 


Although  there  is  hesitancy  in  drawing  conclusions  from  such 
a  small  survey  tho  findings  in  respect  of  active  cases  again  compare 
very  favourably  with  both  regional  and  national  figuroa* 


7.  VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Notifioation  of  these  diseases  is  not  laade  to  the  Mediool 
Officer  of  Health  but  tho  County  Venereologist  has  boon  able 
to  provide  certain  figures.  During  tho  year  thoro  vioro  olovon 
cases  attending  special  treatment  centres,  but  only  in  throe 
cases  "was  tho  diagnosis  confirmed.  Other  cases  may  have  boon 
treated  by  general  practitioners  without  ref  or  once  to  tho  special 
contros. 


Facilities  for  diagnosis  are  available  at  tho  Keighley, 
Leeds  and  Bradford  hospitals,  and  certain  medical  practitioners 
in  the  district  provide  a  modified  service.  The  County  Council 
employ  a  social  -worker  to  follow  up  cases  and  contacts  -when 
required 0 

8.  OTHER  DISEASES 


Thoro  wore  throe  notifications  of  pneumonia  and  2  of 
erysipelas.  No  notifications  of  dysentery,  food  poisoning  or 
poliomyelitis  were  received.  Thoro  wore,  however,  6  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  in  the  divisional  area,  two  of  which  (both  adults) 
died  from  this  disease. 


NOTIFICATION  OF,  AM)  DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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_ 
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25 
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THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT  IS  FURNISHED  BY 
E.  HARGRE/i-VES,  CHIEF  SiU^TARY  INSPECTOR,  UNDER  THE  SANITARY 
OFFICERS  OUTSIDE  (LOI0ON)  REGULATIONS,  1935, 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  Inspect ions  made  during  the  year* 


Premises* 

Public  Health  Nuisances  &  Housing  Defects 

(including  revisits) 

Factories*  - 

Mechanical  129 

Non-mechanical  27 

Outworkers’  Premises  ' 

Workplaces 
Drainage 
Rodont  Control 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Observations 
Rag  Flock  Act 
Pot  Animals  Act 
Shops  Act 
Movable  Dwellings 
Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

Public  Houses,  Refreshment  Houses,  Etc. 
Schools 

Alleged  filthy  and  verminous  houses 
Council  Tips 

Dairies  &  Milk  Distribution 
Moat  &  Other  Foods 
Butchers'  Shops 
Pood  Promises 

Ico-croom  promises  and  Stalls 
Sunplos* 


(o.)  Milk  -  bacteriological  117 

Milk  -  biological  21 

Cloonsod  milk  bottles  48 

(b)  Ice-cream  -  bacteriological  59 

(c)  Water 

1,  Town's  Supply  34 

2,  Private  Supply  16 

3,  Swimming  beths 

open-air  7 

Indoor  26 

(d)  Water  -  Plumbe  Solvency  4 

Infectious  Disease  Investigations 

Potroloinn  Acts 


Interviews  on  promises  with  owners,  ogonts  and  contractors 


1,090 


156 

19 

21 

251 

191 

2 

57 

11 

6 

126 

3 

66 

29 

5 

106 

29 

540 

60 

546 

113 


332 

36 

16 

267 

4,078 


Complaints  received 

Informal  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts,  195E 
Informal  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts, 
outstanding  31st*  December,  1951 
Informal  Notices  requiring  abatomont  in  1952 
Informal  Noticos  abated  in  1952 
Informal  Notices  outstanding  31st.  Docombor,  1952 
Statutory  Noticos  served  in  1952 
Statutory  Noticos  outstanding  31st.  Docombor,  1951 
Statutory  Noticos  complied  with  in  1952 
Statutory  Notices  outstanding  31st,  Docombor,  1952 
Dofocts  outstanding  31st,  Docombor,  1951 
Dofocts  found  in  1952 
Total  dofocts  requiring  abatomont 
Total  defects  abated  during  1952 
Total  dofocts  outstanding  31st,  Docombor,  1952 


87 

61 

34. 

95 

69 

26 

20 

9 

13 

16 

117 

147 

264 

180 

84 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposo  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  mado  by  Sf.nitory  Inspectors), 


r . —  '  '  .  — - — ,  , 

Number 

Number  of 

Promises 

on 

Rogistor 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1, 2,3,4  ond  6  uro  to  bo 
onforcod  by  Local  Author it i 

os  13 

27 

1  ' 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
onforcod  by  the  Local 
Authority 

82 

129 

4 

Nil 

(3)  Other  promises  in  which 

Soction  7  is  onforcod  by  th 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  promises). 

0 

Nil 

Total 

95 

156 

5 

- 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found, 


Particulars 

Out¬ 

standing 

Docombor 

1951 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects 
wore  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  pro¬ 
secutions  were 
instituted 

1952 

Found 

1952 

Homed iod 

Want  of  cleanliness 

mm 

Overcrowding 

mm 

mm 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

• 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  - 

- 

Sanitary  Convonioncos; 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

4 

2 

Nil 

(b)  unsuitable  or  dofoctivo  3 

22 

22 

(c)  not  soporatc  for  soxos 

2 

2 

- 

Other  offences  against  tho  Act 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork). 

- 

- 

■■ 

mm 

Total 

4 

28 

26 

- 

OUTWORKERS; 

Thoro  woro  ton  promises  on  tho  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Tho  doss  of  work  oerriod  on  was  burling  ond  mending,  a 
trado  Qssociotod  with  tho  textile  industry.  Nineteen  inspections 
were  made  of  the  premises  and  they  were  found  to  bo  clean  and 
satisfactory  for  tho  purpose. 

WORIvPLACES; 

Twenty-one  inspections  woro  made,  and  tho  sanitary 
accommodation  at  throo  workplacos  was  found  to  bo  dofoctivo  and 
insuff ioiont,  Tho  roquiromonts  woro  complied  with,  and  included 
tho  provision  of  an  odditional  sanitary  convonionoo,  and  tho 
repairing  of  two  existing  sanitary  convonioncos. 

SHOPS: 


Tho  deportment  is  responsible  for  tho  inspection  of  all 
shops  whoro  persons  cro  omployod,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
tho  provisions  of  Section  38,  Shops  Act,  1950,  in  relation  to 
tho  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  moans  of  ventilation, 
lighting  and  temperature ;  tuff ioiont  and  suitable  sanitary 
convonioncos,  washing  focilitios,  and  facilities  for  tho  toking 
of  meals.  One  hundred  and  twonty-six  inspections  woro  made  and 
tho  following  table  shovjs  tho  contraventions  found  ond  tho 
action  taken  to  comply;- 


Sub. Section  lb 

Insufficient  means  provided 
to  maintain  a  reasonable  . 
temperature 

Foimd 

4 

Abated 

4 

Sub.Seotion  (2) 

Insufficient  sanitary 
oonvonienoos 

11 

10 

Sub, Section  (4) 

Insuffioiont  washing 
facilities 

3 

2 

WDEWI  CONTROL: 

Iiomodiato  attention  •was  given  to  complaints  of  ret  nnd  mice 
infostotions ;  and  portioulorly  to  the  treatment  of  the  Council’s  tip 
!'.nd  soTflQgo  works.  Treatments  vjoro  carried  out  by  the  department,  and 
the  expenses  wore  recovered  from  the  occupiers  of  promises.  Tho  Council’s 
sowers  wore  tost  baited  and  tho  results  woro  negative. 

On  Council  properties,  sausage  rusk  wos  used  as  a  pre-bait,  and 
sausage  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide  as  c  poison  bait.  Other  properties  were 
treated  with  warfarin,  with  pin  on-tmoal  used  os  a  base. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-one  visits  woro  made,  nnd  tho  following 
promises  woro  treated  with  successful  results 


Mice 

Rots 

Public  Buildings 

1 

Refuse  Tips 

3 

Dwell ing-housos 

1 

Sowogo  V/orks 

2 

Food  Promises 

3 

Factories 

4 

Food  Promises 

2 

Agricultural  Land 

2 

Dvjoll  ing-housos 

1 

OFFENSIVE  TliM)ES; 

There  are  three  registered  premises  viz;  one  tripe  boiler,  one 
gut  scraper,  and  a  rag  end  bone  dealer, 

Tho  tripe  boiling  and  gut  scraping  is  carried  on  at  tho  Council’s 
Slaughterhouses,  and  was  visited  daily  by  tho  meat  inspector  on  duty. 

The  rag  and  bone  dealer’s  premises  were  inspected  on  two  occasions, 
nnd  were  found  to  be  clean  and  well  conducted. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS; 

Fifty-soven  observations,  each  of  thirty  minutes  duration,  woro  mado 
of  tho  smoko  omitted  from  twelve  factory  chimneys.  On  throe  occasions  smoko 


was  emitted  in  such  a  quantity  as  to  be  a  nuisance  and  in 
contravention  of  the  Council’s  byelaws.  On  completion  of  the 
observations  tho  factories  woro  visited,  and  the  results  of 
the  observations  woro  confirmed  in  writing  to  tho  Managements 
concerned.  In  every  case  a  warning  was  sufficient  to  effect 
an  improvement, 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS; 


Two  occupiers  of  land  woro  granted  licences  under  tho 
provisions  of  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  have 
one  movable  dv;olling  on  their  land.  Tho  movable  dwellings 
woro  kept  clean,  and  there  was  adequate  sanitary  accommodation 
and  water  supply. 

PLACES  OF  EI^ITERTAIMIJT: 

(Public  Houses,  Refreshment  Houses,  etc.) 

Sixty-six  visits  wore  made  to  the  forty-one  premises 
on  tho  register. 

New  sanitary  convonioncos  and  washing  facilities  woro 
provided  at  tv;o  public  houses.  Most  of  tho  public  houses 
have  novj  boon  provided  with  adequate  sanitary  accommodation. 

Tho  broxvory  companies  have  agreed  to  carry  out  more 
extensive  improvements  at  some  of  their  promises,  as  soon  as 
the  expenditure  is  permitted.  In  tho  meantime,  existing 
sanitary  convonioncos  have  boon  reconditioned.  Since  tho 
convonioncos  wore  renewed  or  rocorditionod  tho  general 
standard  of  clocnlinoss  has  improved, 

Tho  sanitary  accommodation  at  one  cinema  was  found  to 
bo  linsat  is  factory,  by  reason  of  disrepair,  xmclocnly  conditions 
and  unsatisfactory  moans  of  access.  Tho  management  is  arrang¬ 
ing  to  carry  out  the  work  specified  by  tho  department. 

SCHOOLS; 

There  are  ton  schools  in  tho  district  of  the  following 
grades;  two  grammar  schools,  one  private  school,  one  art  and 
technical  institute,  one  secondary  modern  school,  four  infants 
and  jimior  departments,  and  one  school  with  infant,  junior  and 
senior  departments. 

Twenty-nine  inspections  woro  mado  of  tho  school  promises, 
Tho  sanitary  convonioncos  at  four  schools  woro  found  to  bo  in  a 
state  of  disrepair,  A  report  was  submitted  to  tho  West  Riding 
County  Council,  and  at  tho  end  of  tho  year  two  of  tho  school 
convonioncos  had  boon  roconditionod. 

There  is  still  nood  for  improvomont  in  tho  stondard  of 
cleanliness  of  tho  sanitary  convonioncos. 


PET  MIMALS: 


The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  came  into  operation  of  the  1st. 

April,  1952.  No  person  may  keep  a  pet  shop  unless  he  obtains  a 
licence  from  a  local  authority.  In  deciding  lAihothor  to  grant  a 
liconoo  the  local  authority  is  required  to  have  regard  to  tho  need 
for  securing  that  there  will  bo  provided  accommodation  suitable  as 
regards  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness j 
that  there  will  bo  an  adequate  supply  of  suitable  food  and  drinkj 
that  all  reasonable  precautions  will  bo  taken  to  prevent  tho  spread 
of  infectious  diseases j  and  that  appropriate  stops  will  bo  taken 
in  case  of  fire  or  other  omorgonoy. 

Two  persons  were  granted  licences  to  keep  pet  shops.  The 
provisions  of  the  Act,  and  the  conditions  specified  in  the  licences 
wore  complied  with# 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT; 

Eleven  visits  were  made  to  five  premises  registered  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951# 

The  greater  part  of  the  work  carried  out  at  these  premises  was  in 
relation  to  remaking  and  reconditioning  of  articles.  On  inspection 
tho  premises  were  found  to  bo  clean  and  the  provisions  of  tho  Act 
were  being  carried  out# 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Tho  department  is  responsible  for  tho  supervision  of  tho 
collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  find  trade  refuse. 

Twelve  workmen  were  engaged  on  this  work  viz:  three  drivers, 
who  also  act  as  ohargo-hands,  one  driver  who  carries  out  vehicle 
.maintenance  and  relief  duties,  six  loaders,  one  salvage  worker  and 
relief  loader,  and  ono  tipmen. 

Three  Karrier  Bantam,  side  loading  vehicles  of  7  cubic  yards 
capacity,  are  in  regular  use,  and  one  vehicle  is  retained  for  relief 
work  during  tho  servicing  of  other  vehicles. 

At  regular  intervals  tho  vehicles  are  thoroughly  oloo.nsod,  greased 
and  inspected  for  defects.  This  has  proved  invaluable  in  keeping  tho 
vehicles  in  constant  use  and  reducing  the  cost  of  repairs, 

Tho  scheme  for  tho  substitution  of  ashpits  by  dustbins  was  completed, 
and  most  of  tho  ashpits  had  boon  abolished  at  the  end  of  tho  year# 

A  good  collection  service  was  maintained  throughout  tho  year. 

Refuse  from  domestic  promises  was  collootod  weekly,  and  from  restaurants, 
public  buildings  and  hospitals  more  frequently.  Those  improved  conditions 


■were  brought  about  by  the  general  reorganisation  of  the  service, 
the  substitution  of  ashpits  by  dustbins  and  the  oo-operation 
of  the  worlonon. 

The  rofuso  accommodation  at  tho  ond  of  tho  yoar  was 
4,935  dustbins# 

Rofuso  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  methods, 
on  land  situated  off  Ings  Lano#  This  is  lov;  lying  grazing 
land,  which  is  flooded  after  rainfall# 

On  tho  completion  of  approximately  3  acres  of  tipping, 
tho  lend  is  covered  with  soil  to  a  depth  of  6”  to  9”  and 
aftorv;ards  sown  with  grass  seed#  Tho  soil  for  covering  is 
taken  from  a  now  tipping  area,  A  D.  7,  troctor,  a  9  cubic 
yards  scraper  and  a  r.7.  bulldozer  ore  hired  from  c  local 
firm  for  tho  work# 

SALVAGE: 


Tho  Council  was  successful  in  obtaining  a  prize  of  £50 
in  tho  Notional  Westo  Paper  Contest,  900  authorities  ontorod 
tho  Contest  and  tho  Council  was  awnrdod  tho  79th  plooo# 

After  April  there  was  very  little  demand  for  waste 
paper  owing  to  the  general  state  of  trade.  A  number  of  papor, 
board  and  linoleum  mills  wore  working  short  tirao,  and  there 
wore  largo  stocks  of  baled  paper  available#  Tho  dopartmont's 
salvage  collection  organisation  is  such  that  it  will  bo 
capable  of  expansion  as  soon  as  thoro  is  an  incroasod  demand# 

There  v;as  a  regular  collection  of  kitchen  waste  from 
domestic  and  business  promises#  A  pig-koopor  hfis  180  bins 
deposited  in  tho  district,  and  he  is  rosponsiblo  for  all 
expenses  incurred  in  collection,  and  pays  to  tho  Council  a 
sum  of  £50  per  annum  for  tho  privilogo#  Tho  weight  of  salvage 
and  kitchon  \"jasto  oollootod,  and  tho  inoomo  from  1st#  January 
to  31st#  Decombor,  1952  was  as  follows:- 


Weight 

Inc  omo 

Description 

T# 

C. 

Q. 

lbs. 

£# 

s# 

d. 

Baled  wasto  paper 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

99# 

19. 

3. 

0# 

1,226. 

15. 

7. 

Black  scrap  ### 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6# 

10# 

3. 

0. 

40# 

18# 

4. 

ItiO^ols  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3. 

13. 

0# 

19. 

25# 

3. 

1# 

Rc.gs  &  carpets.# 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5# 

17. 

0# 

0# 

56# 

16. 

6. 

String  ••#  •## 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14# 

0. 

14. 

4. 

4. 

9# 

116. 

14. 

3. 

5, 

1,353# 

18# 

3# 

90. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

50. 

0. 

0# 

206, 

14. 

3. 

5. 

1,403, 

18. 

3# 

Kitchon  wasto  (approx) 


COST  OF  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


lst«  April,  1951  -  Slat,  Maroh,  1952 

These  figures  are  ocloulnted  on  a  state¬ 
ment  furnished  by  the  Treasurer  to  the 

Council, 


Loads  of  Refuse  removed.. < 
EXPENDITURE 
Refuse  Collection  and  Motor  Vehicles 


Wages 

Sick  Poy  ix  Holiday  Pay 
National  Insurance 
Superannuation  Contributions 
Additional  superannuation 
allowances 

Motor  Vehicles,  repair  and 
maintonanoo 

Renewals  Contribution,  moto 
vehicles 

Rent,  lioonoos  5:  insurances 
Implements,  tools  &  protoot- 
ivo  clothing 
Rent 

Purchase  of  Refuse  Trailer 
Capital  expenditure 

defrayed  from  Revenue  - 
Purchase  of  £766,  S.  0, 
now  vehicles 
Loss  charged  to 
Renewals  Fund  £766,  2,  0» 
Other  expenses 


Refuse  Disposal 

Wages  &  expenses  -  salvage  I 

Wages  -  Tip 

Sick  Pay  &  Holiday  Pay 
National  Insurance 
Superannuation  Contributions 
Repair  and  Maintenance 
Kent,  rates  &  insurance 


Vehicles 

£, 

a. 

d. 

2,925, 

15. 

11, 

281. 

12. 

1. 

102. 

18, 

8, 

1  88, 

6, 

3. 

19. 

3, 

0, 

514. 

19, 

0. 

360. 

0. 

0. 

277. 

3. 

10, 

14. 

10. 

9. 

10. 

0, 

0, 

120. 

0. 

0. 

£,  s,  d. 


16, 

7, 

3. 

4,730. 

.,688, 

4, 

7, 

304. 

19. 

4. 

16. 

3. 

4. 

11, 

0. 

5. 

2, 

2. 

7, 

241. 

13. 

2. 

70. 

4. 

6. 

2,534,  7,  11, 


1,762 


£,  s,  d. 


GROSS  COST 


7,065.  4.  8, 


Brought  forward: 

INCOME 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s ,  d.  £,  s . 

7,065,  4,, 

Refuse  Collection: 

Charges,  trade  refuse 

101. 

10. 

0. 

Other  income 

3. 

19. 

7, 

Sale  of  bins 

Salvage 

37. 

2. 

6. 

Waste  Paper 

3,389. 

12- 

6. 

Other  Salvage 

191. 

15. 

7, 

Kitchen  Waste 

50. 

0. 

0. 

3,774,  0.  2, 

Motor  Vehicles: 

Sundry  Income 

Refuse  Disposal: 

4, 

• 

o 

1 — 1 

0. 

4,  10,  0, 

Tip  rents  and  oharges  94«  10«  0» 

3,873,  Q.  2, 


NETT  COST  3,192.  4,  6, 


Average  nett  cost  per  load  •••  ,,,  •••  •••  •••  •••  1.  16,  2.8 

Average  nett  oost  per  ton  •••  •••  . .  ,,,  18.  1,4 

(1  load  ostimatod  to  ■woigh  2  tons). 


WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL  POWERS)  ACT,  1951 

This  Aot  roooived  Royal  Assent  on  tho  1st,  August,  it  contained 
now  and  junportant  provisions  affecting  tho  dopartjnonfc  in  relation  to 
tho  following j- 

Part  V  Sowers  and  Drains 

Part  VI  Lighting,  ventilation  and  sanitation  of  stables. 

Smoko  nuisance.  Alteration  of  domestic  chimneys. 
Discharge  of  steam  and  waste. 

Gas  from  stationary  engines,  boilers,  etc# 

Provision  of  silencers  on  stationary  internal 
combustion  onginos. 

Excessive  or  unreasonable  or  unnecessary  noiso. 


Part  VII  Infectious  diseases,  special  provisions. 

Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  on  building 

operations. 

Appeals  against  notices  relating  to  the  provision  of 

dustbins. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  at  places  of  amusement. 
Prohibition  of  sale  of  verminous  articles. 

Prohibition  of  tuberculous  persons  from  handling  food. 

Part  VIII  Provision  of  food  storage  acoommodction  in  houses. 
Notice  of  slaughter  of  animals  otherwise  than  for 

human  consumption. 

Registration  of  hawkors  of  food  and  their  promisos 
Byelaws  as  to  the  sterilisation  of  meat  for 
consumption  by  dogs,  oats  or  other  animals. 
Provisions  as  to  mobile  canteens  where  food  is 
prepared  for  sale,  exposed  for  solo  or  deposited 
for  the  purpose  of  solo. 


Part  Xrv  Registration  of  persons  carrying  on  the  business 
of  hairdresser  and  barber. 


On  3rd,  Dooombor,  the  Council  mado  Byolaws  under  Section  120(3) 
with  rospoot  to  hairdressers  and  harbors,  and  application  was  made  to 
tho  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  oonfirmotion.  It  was 
also  decided  to  submit  draft  byolaws  to  tho  Ministry  of  Food  for 
preliminary  approval  in  relation  to  tho  storilisation  of  moat  for 
consumption  by  dogs,  oats  or  othor  animals. 


HOUSING 


Tho  housing  position  was  oasod  duo  to  tho  spoodior  construction 
of  dwellings. 

During  the  year,  the  following  were  completed:  permanent  2  bedroom 
typo  dwellings  21 j  Airey  flats  28;  and  bungalows  14,  276  dwellings  have 

been  constructed  since  the  vjar,  and  tho  total  number  of  Council  houses 
is  now  854,  Tho  number  on  tho  Housing  List  at  tho  end  of  tho  year  was 
126  families  without  soparato  homos  and  122  with  separate  homos,  and  66 
Qgod  persons  requiring  bungalows, 

A  special  Committoo  was  formod  to  oonsidor.  tho  future  housing 
policy  of  tho  Council,  with  particular  rofcronco  to  the  ro-housing  of 
families  occupying  unfit  houses.  In  tho  meant imo,  it  was  docidod  that 
tho  Health  Committoo  of  the  Council  should  doal  with  totally  unfit 
houses,  now  occupied  by  families  who  are  housing  opplionnts,  under  tho 
provisions  of  tho  Housing  Act,  end  so  prevent  them  being  ro-occupiod 
after  tho  alloootion  of  now  houses. 

As  a  result,  five  Offioiol  Representations,  under  tho  provisions 
of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  will  bo  submitted  to  tho  Health 
Committoo  of  tho  Council,  end  further  houses  will  bo  dealt  with  during 
tho  coming  year. 


The  department  was  instrumental  in  the  carrying  out,  by 
owners, of  a  large  number  of  repairs  of  an  urgent  ohoraoter,  but 
thero  is  ovidonoo  of  dotoriorcition  of  housos,  owing  to  tho  look 
of  gonornl  maintenance,  and  there  is  practically  no  recondition¬ 
ing  and  improvement  work  being  carried  out.  Those  conditions 
shorten  tho  lifo  of  oxisting  proport ios,  which  by  recondition¬ 
ing  would  oxtond  thoir  usofulnoss  and  holp  to  solvo  our  housing 
difficulties.  Owing  to  finoncial  factors,  now  Council  housos 
aro  being  constructod  while  oxisting  housos  aro  allowed  to  fall 
into  Q  sorious  state  of  disrepair.  It  is  contondod  that  tho 
maintonanco  of  housos  is  no  loss  important  than  tho  building  of 
housos.  Most  professional  bodies  aro  agrood  that  thoro  should 
bo  cn  amondniont  of  tho  Rent  Rostrictions  Acts,  but  that  it  should 
bo  a  principle  of  tho  schomo  for  increasing  rents,  that 
property  is  kopt  in  o  fit  state  of  repair, 

INSPECTION  ARP  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY: 

Tho  Milk  end  Dairios  Regulations,  1949 

Number  of  milk  distributors  on  tho  register  15 

Nxunbor  of  dairy  farmers  (outsido  tho  Urban 
area)  who  rotnil  milk  in  tho  nroa  4 

Tho  Milk  (Spocial  Designation) (Raw  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949 

Number  of  licences  in  force  to  use  the 
designation  ’tuberculin  tested'  in  relation 
to  milk  obtained  in  bottles  and  retailed 
in  tho  aroa,  7 

Tho  Milk  (Spocial  Dosignation)(Paateurisod 

and  Storilisod  Milk)  Rogulotions, 1949, 

Milk  obtained  in  bottles: 

(a)  tuberculin  tostod  'pastourisod'  10 

(b)  pastourisod  8 

A  local  dairy,  whoro  approximately  850  gallons  of  milk  por 
day  woro  hoat  troatod  for  consumption  in  Skipton  and  other  towns, 
is  now  closed,  and  is  only  used  as  a  receiving  and  distributing 
depot,  Tho  average  amount  of  milk  hondlod  daily  is  450  gallons, 
and  this  is  consvimod  in  tho  area, 

Approximotoly  95  por  cont,  of  tho  milk  supply  in  tho 
district  is  tuberculin  tostod  or  pastourisod,  and  tho  wholo  of 
tho  supply  to  domestic  promises  is  now  delivered  in  bottlos. 


It  is  hoped  that  householders  will  assist  the  dairymen  and  the 
department  in  their  attempts  to  prevent  milk  from  being  oontamin- 
ated,  by  cleansing  bottlos  boforo  returning.  This  also  applies 
to  churns  returned  by  proprietors  of  hotels  and  restaurants.  The 
dairyman  oxporionoos  groat  difficulty  in  adequately  sterilising 
bottlos  and  churns  returned  to  him  in  a  dirty  condition.  Inadequately 
cleansed  bottlos  and  churns  can  bo  a  source  of  contamination  of  the 
milk,  thus  affecting  its  keeping  quality. 

The  following  samples  wore  submitted  for  examination  by  the 
bactoriologist:- 

MILK  ~  Bacteriological  Examination 


Typo 

Number  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ungraded 

18 

16 

2 

Tuberculr.i  tested  65 

Tuberculin  tested  - 

59 

6 

pasteurised  6 

6 

■' 

Pasteurised 

28 

26 

2 

Total 

117 

107 

10 

Cleansed  Milk  Bottles  - 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Number 

Result 

47 

Less  than  600  colony 
pint  bottle 

count  per  1 

Satisfactory 

1 

Over  2,000  colony  count  per  1 

pint  bottle 

Unsatisfactory 

MILK  -  Biological  Examination 
Number  Tubercle  bacilli  present 

21  1 

On  receipt  of  the  information  that  a  sample  of  milk  contained 
tubercle  bacilli,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  served  a  notice  under 
Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  on  the  producer 
requesting  that  no  milk  bo  sold  for  human  consumption  unless  it  had 
previously  boon  heat  treated,  until  information  was  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  that  the  milk  produced  on  the 
farm  was  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 


MEAT 


The  slaughtering  of  animals,  and  the  allocation  of  home 
killed  and  imported  meat,  for  consumption  in  Skipton  and  the 
surrounding  areas,  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  slaughter¬ 
houses. 


The  Ministry  of  Food  approved  a  scheme  for  the 
modomisation  of  tho  slaughterhouse.  Cattle  arc  ncrw  slaughtered, 
dressed  and  hung  in  four  soparato  slaiightorhouses.  It  is 
intended  that  tv^e  of  tho  slaughterhouses  should  be  remodelled 
and  used  for  tho  stunning,  blooding  and  dressing  of  cattle, 
and  tho  two  remaining  slaughterhouses  as  cooling  bays.  Tho 
now  installations  include  a  stunning  box,  two  oloctrically 
operated  hoists,  oloctrically  operated  saw  and  now  overhead 
runways. 


It  is  hoped  to  complete  those  alterations  during  1953. 


Tho  ccroQsos  and  organs  of  tho  following  animals  wore 
inspoctodi- 


Received  from 
Collecting 
Centro 

Casualties 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1951 

Cattle 

(excluding 

cows) 

2,140 

41 

2,181 

2,277 

Cows 

411 

102 

513 

617 

Calves 

1,682 

369 

2,051 

1,981 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

8,648 

361 

9,009 

6,788 

Pigs 

1,123 

144 

1,267 

636 

Tho  above  figures  do  not  include  33  pigs  slaughtered 
under  lioonoo  from  tho  Ministry  of  Pood. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cottle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and 
inspected 

2,181 

513 

2,051 

9,009 

1,267 

All  diseases  except 

tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

6 

43 

185 

132 

13 

Carcases  of  "which 
some  part  was 
oondomnod 

15 

8 

2 

7 

9 

Poroentago  of  the 
number  of  carcases 
inspected  affected 
•with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

.96 

9.94 

9.11 

1.54 

1.65 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


1  '  ' 

1  , 

' 

! 

Cattle 

excluding 

OOVIS 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pies 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

2 

2 

m 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  pai’"h  was 
condemned 

5 

13 

mm 

36 

Percentage  of  the 
number  of  carcases 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

,32 

6.04 

.09 

- 

3.07 

^VEIGHT  OF  r/EAI  AND  ORGANS  CONDEiiNED 


Cattle: 

69  -whole  oaroases  ••• 
41  part  carcases  vo* 

Calves: 

187  whole  carcases 
2  part  carcases  ••• 


T*  C«  Q«  Lbs* 


11.  19.  3.  10. 

1.  4.  0.  3. 


2.  7.  1.  4. 

1.  3. 


Sheep  &  Lambs: 

152  whole  oorccses  ... 
7  part  oaroases  ••• 


Pigs: 

16  wholo  corcosos  •.. 
45  part  onrcnsos  ••• 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


18.  3.  21. 

8.  0.  22, 


Heads  &  tongues  (beasts,  oalvos,  shoop) 
Ediblo  organs  and  fat 


2.  19,  0,  3. 

14,  8.  0.  23. 


36.  10,  2.  27. 


OTHER  FOOD  FOUND  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Food  in  tins  and  glass  containers: 


Meat  Milk  Vegetables  Fruit  Soup  Fish  Jam. 

221  101  74  535  10  47  5 

Misoellanoous 

8 

Other  Food: 

81  oggs 

192  boxes  of  cross 
48  rabbits 

3  bottlos  of  lomon  squash 
75  packets  of  chooso 


other  Food  Condomaod  (eontinuod) 


Currants 
Tripe 
Sausages 
Turkeys  (6) 

Fish  Cakes 
Prunes 

Jellied  Veal 

Coconut 

Kippers 

Ham 

Bacon 

Pork  Luncheon  Mout 
Filloted  Fish 


80 

86# 

169 

9 

56 

7 

10 

98 

8 


18  stonos 


86' 


50  Lbs, 


2 


SLAUGHTER  OF  AHBIALS  ACT,  1953  -  1951; 

There  -woro  forty  liconcod  slaughtermen  on  the  register# 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Contractors  are  responsible  for  the 
stunning  of  all  animals,  but  the  Council  undertakes  the  responsibility 
for  seeing  that  sheep  are  stunned,  A  charge  is  modo  by  the  Council 
for  the  carrying  out  of  those  duties#  A  captive  bolt,  humane  stunner 
is  used  for  the  stunning  of  boosts,  calves  and  pigs,  and  an  oloctrically 
operated  instrument  is  used  on  sheep. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  wore  complied  -with,  and  there  wore  no 
instances  of  cruelty  observed  during  the  year# 

RETAIL  I'^AT  SHOPS  AM)  STALLS: 


Sixty  inspections  •wore  made  of  tho  sixteen  butchers’  promises# 


Four  shops  vjoro  provided  vjith  more  adequate  vvashing  facilities, 
by  tho  provision  of  a  constant  supply  of  hot  wator#  One  preparation 
room  provided  with  a  more  satisfoctory  moans  of  artificial  lighting, 
and  one  shop  floor  was  repaired#  One  further  shop  was  modernised  by 
the  provision  of  a  vitr elite  window  display  slab  and  the  tiling  of  the 
walls. 

The  general  standard  of  the  accommodation  of  these  promises 
was  good,  and  the  cleanliness  satisfactory# 


FOOD  AM)  DRUGS  ACT,  1938, 

Seotion  13  and  Byelaws  under  Seotion  15» 

FOOD  PREMISES; 

Fivb  hundred  and  forty-six  inspections  were  made  of  the 
following  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  premises  whore  food  is 
manufacturod,  properod  and  sold:- 

Promisos 


!•  Hotels,  restaurants  and  oantoons  46 

2,  Fish  fryers  11 

3,  Manufaoturors  of  pottod,  pressed 

and  preserved  foods  7 

4,  Bakehouses  22 

5,  Retail  shops,  stores,  etc.  89 


Some  further  progress  was  made  in  the  improvement  in 
hygiene  practioos  in  the  manufacture,  handling  and  distribution 
of  food. 

More  attention  was  given  to  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
of  retail  shops,  preparation  and  storage  rooms.  In  the  post 
there  was  much  to  be  desired  in  the  standards  of  oloanliness 
of  the  food  storage  rooms,  but  there  is  now  a  general  realis¬ 
ation  by  the  trade  that  these  rooms  are  as  important  os  the 
shop  itself.  Attention  was  given  to  the  protection  of  food 
from  contamination,  by  the  display  of  food  under  gloss  screens, 
cabinets  and  cellophane.  Feed  is  still  handled  far  toe  much, 
with  hands  not  always  scrupulously  clean.  In  mixed  provision 
shops  one  may  often  see  petntoos  weighed  fer  a  customer, 
fell owed  by  a  more  rubbing  of  hands,  before  continuing  serving 
other  food.  Even  in  a  well  equipped  and  decorated  shop,  the 
assistants  with  clean  white  coats  and  groomed  hair,  continue  to 
handle  food  when  handling  devices  could  be  used* 

There  was  an  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  hotel 
and  restaurant  kitchens.  At  the  completion  of  a  days  work 
more  care  was  taken  in  the  removal  of  articles  of  food  to 
refrigerators.  In  some  promises  it  was  found  that  there  was 
neglect  in  the  regular  cleansing  of  cooking  stoves* 

A  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained  in  factory 
and  school  canteens. 


Bakehouses  were  regularly  limewashed  or  painted  and  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  good.  Tho  doportment  gave  particular 
attention  to  tho  cloenlinoss  of  confoctionory  racks  and  broad  vans. 

More  attention  was  givon  to  the  covering  of  food  sold  in  the 
open-air,  but  again  personal  cleanliness  on  mary  occasions  was 
forgotten. 

There  is  still  room  for  more  public  health  propaganda  in 
hygiene  practices,  and  tho  onrly  training  of  tho  child  in  those 
mutters.  Tho  public  could  do  a  groat  deal  to  assist  local 
authoritios  in  thoir  efforts  by  demanding  a  higher  standard. 

Tho  following  roquiromonts  wore  carried  out  at  tho  roquost 
of  tho  department: - 


Promises 


Walls,  ceilings  and  woodwork  cloansod 

and  docorutod  26 

Floors  and  equipment  cleansed  6 

Walls  and  ooilings  plr.sterod  1 

Adoquoto  washing  facilities  provided  3 

Provision  of  counter  screens  and  cabinets  6 


ICE..CRi!’-4M? 


Rogistorod  Promises 

Manufacture,  storage  and  solo 

(a)  hot  mix  process 

(b)  cold  mix  process 

Storage  and  salo  only 


2 

1 

39 


'■'zo  hundrod  and  thirtoon  inspections  wore  made  of  those  promises* 
and  :i v,/as  very  seldom  necessary  to  complain  about  the  condition  of 
premises,  equipment,  or  the  manner  in  which  ice-cream  was  handled. 
Vehicles  and  stalls  are  now  covered  and  washing  facilities  provided. 

In  promises  rogistorod  for  the  storage  and  salo,  oloctrical 
rof rigorctors  aro  installed. 


Fifty-nine  samples  wore  submitted  for  bactoriological  examination. 
In  oases  whoro  tho  results  wore  low  in  provisional  grades,  investigations 


■wore  carried  ov.t,  and  repeat  samples  taken.  There  viero  six 
previsional  gx'-^do  4  samples,  and  these  were  produced  outside 
the  district.  Copies  of  the  results  woro  sent  to  the  local 
authority  concornod. 

Samples  obtained  and  results j- 


Typo  of  Mix 

Provisional 

Grades 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Hoot  treated 

30 

15 

5 

6 

Cold  Mix 


3 
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Medical  Examinations 


GaNiSRAL  DBSCRIPTION.  • 


The  Division  consists  of  the  following  districts:- 


Population » 


Area  in  Acres • 


Silsden  Urban  District 
Earby  Urban  District 
Barnoldswick  Urban  District 
Skipton  Urban  District 
Skipton  Rural  District 


5,320 

5,348 

10,282 

13,210 

23,715 


7,101 

3,519 

4,210 

2,764 

146,071 


ip  Registrar  General's  Preliminary  Report  on  the  1951  Census). 


This  gives  a  mixed  urban  and  rural  community  with  a  variety  of 
trades  and  occupations.  Social  conditions  have  changed  little  during  the 
year,  although  at  one  period  shortage  of  orders  in  the  textile  trade  gave 
rise  to  fears  of  widespread  unemployment,  and  the  number  of  married  women 
working  im  the  mills  has  bean  reduced. 

Although  progress  has  bc^n  made  in  all  districts  during  the  year, 
the  general  housing  position  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  For  many 
families  are  still  on  the  waiting  lists  for  now  houses,  whilst  others  are 
occupying  premises  which  would  certainly  have  been  clbsed  or  demolished- 
had  the  last  War  not  intervened  and  stopped  all  progress  in  slum  clearance 
In  this  connection  it  is  important  to  realise  that  in  Great  Britain  no  les 
tha.n  37-g-^  of  households  have  no  fixed  bath,  and  a  further  share  with 
other  households;  that  8/b  had  no  water  closet,  and  1^  shared;  6’fi  had  no 
piped  water  supply  in  the  house,  and  11^.  shared.  The'se  'figures  are  from 
"Census  1951.,  Gt .  Britain,  One  per  cent.  Sample  Tables". 


divisional  staff  -  as  at  31st  Leceraber,  1952. 


(a)  IvEDICAL. 

M.  Hunter. 


M.B.B.,  M.D,,  D.P.H.,  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 


B.M.  Leakey. 


M.B.,  B.S.,  Assistant  County  Midical  Officer. 


D.  Tillotson. 
•,A.B.  Morrison. 
G.D.G ,  .Cameron. 


M.B.,Ch.B. 

{  ' 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C(P« 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.G.P, 


) 

) 


Clinic  doctors 
working  on  a  sessional 
basis .  •  . 


I 


divisional  staff  -  continued 


(b)  NURSING. 


Divisional  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  1 
Health  Visitors/ScEnool  Nurses  10 
Horae  Nurses  5 
Home  Nur se/Midwives  5 
Horae  Nurse/Midwif o/Health  Visitors  3 
Midwives  3 


(c)  OTHBR. 

^  Mental  Health  Social  Worker 
^  Hone  Teacher  (Under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts) 
Venereal  Diseases  Social  ViTorkero 
^  Speech  Therapist 

Part  tirac  in  No.  1.  Division). 

(<^)  3 AY  NURSERY  ST/iFF. 

Ivhtron 

Deputy  Matron 
Nursery  Assistants 
Nursery  itudents 
Cooks  and  Domestics 

(e)  ADMHNISTRATIVB  aND  CLERICAL. 

Administrative  (Chief  Clerk) 

Clerical 

(f)  HOME  HELPS. 

Full  tirae 
f^rt  time 

(g)  OTHER  DOMESTIC  STAFF. 

Part  tirae 


Totals 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

6 

3 


1 

6 


16 

6 


4 


The  Division  has  again  been  fortunate  in  having  an  almost  coraplot 
establishment  of  staff  throughout  the  year,  and  it  has  usually  been  possible 
to  provide  adequate  relief  for  those  absent  on  holidays,  courses,  and  through 
illness.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  provide  the  maximum  assistance  to 
patients,  medical  practitioners , hospitals  and  schools,  but  much  more  could  be 
done  if  the  staff  were  available.  Social  medicine  has  conferred  inestimable 
benefits  on  the  community,  but  its  scope  is  obviously  limited  when  only  7  per 
cent  of  the  £355  million  pounds  spent  on  the  National  Health  Service  is 
allocated  to  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  services. 


Furthernorc,  full  value  will  never  be  obtained  frou  this  onornous  sun  of 
noncy  until  co-operation  between  the  three  nain  branches  of  the  .Ns^tional 
Health  Service  is  greatly  inproved* 

A  nunber  of  staff  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year, 
addressed  by  speakers  engaged  in  work  related  to  our  own  sphere.  Conferences 
have  also  been  held  to  discuss  the  problem  of  children  neglected  or  ill-treated 
in  their  own  hones,  to  which  all  persons  having  an  interest  in  this  form  of 
, social  work  have  been  invited.  This  is  a  natter  which  is  often  closely  tonnectei 
with  Problem  Families,  to  i/diich  reference  is  made  later  in  the  report. 


5.  HEALTH  CENTRES. 

centres  were  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  original 
conception  of  the*  National  Health  Service,  but  the  shortage  of  building  labour 
and  materials  has  made  it  impossible  even  to  think  of  developing  them  on  anything 
but  a  very  limited  and  experimental  scale.  This  Division  has  neither  a  health 
centre  nor  a  multiple  clinic,  and  continued  use  has  been  ne.de  of  buildings 
quite  unsuited  to  clinic  purposes.  Much  good  work  has,  hov/ever,  been  accomplished 
under  difficulties,  and  the  largo  clinic  attendances  show  how  much  these 
services  are  appreciated.  Now  that  the  services  of  the  family  doctor  are 
available  to  all  children  the  clinics  have  been  able  to  resume  their  true 
function  -  education  in  maternity  and  child  welfare,  where  thcr^  is  time  for 
discussion  of  everyday  problems  of  health^ as  they  affect  the  mother  and  her 
family.  The  service  is  complimentary  to  that  which  the  general  practitioner 
provides. 


Ci^RB  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

-  la)  mTHS> 

,  Public  Health  Act ,  1936  -  Section  203. 


Return  of  births  notified  in'  the  Divisional  iirea  during  the  period 
1st  January  to  3l3t  December,  1952.  .  ,  " 


Details  . 


(a)  Primary  Notifications 
hL.  Add  Inward  Transfeis 


(c)  Total  Notifications  received 

(d)  Deduct  Outward  Transfers 


(e)  Total  "ad  .lusted  births. 


Domiciliary 


Live 


167 
4 


171 
3 


168 


Still 


1 

1 


Analysis  of  Institutional  Births  t' 

Born  in  (a)  Hospitals 

(b)  Ifetcrnity  Horn 

(c)  Nursing  Homes 


Total* 


Instit  utiona! 


Live 


469 

197 


666 

•44 


622 


579 

40 

'3 


Still 


17 

9 


26 

2 


24 


23 

1 


6  22 


X 


24 


Total 


654 

211 


865 

49 


816 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  -  continued 


The  advantages  of  attending  these  ante-natal  clinics  are 
several.  The  blood  of  all  patients  is  taken  for  Rhesus ■ and  Kahn  testing, 
and  for  a  haemoglobin  estimation.  ¥/eighing,  urine  testing  and  blood  pressure 
reading  are  carried  out  at  every  visit.  There  are  opportunities  for  discussing 
health  problems,  and  preparations  for  the  confinement  with  the  doctor,  health 
visitor  and  midwife;  and  to  attend  the  relaxation  exercise  classes  which-are 
provided  at  two  clinics. 

ANTE-NATAL  HOSTEL. 

The  County  Council  provides  a  hostel  at  Brighomse  for  patients 
requiring  rest  rather  than  special  forms  of  treatment.  It  is,  however,  little 
used  by  patients  from  this  Division  because  it  is  far  from  their  homes,  which 
expectant  mothers  are  disinclined  to  leave  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  acute 
illness:  and  unlike  the  hospital,  residence  therein  is  not  free  of  cost. 

DENTAL  CARE. 

Although  a  dental  clinic  is  now  operating  at  the  periphery  of 
the  division  shortage  of  staff  has  so  fa,r  prevented  its  use  by  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers.  Arrangements  have,  therefore,  been  continued  whereby  local 
dental  practitioners  have  provided  treatment  under  the  County  Council's  scheme. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

A  premature  infant  is  defined  as  one  weighing  5^  lbs.  or  less  at 
birth,  irrespective  of  the  period  of  gestation.  Such  infeuits  require  particula 
care  which  is  available  in  hospital,  and  in  their  own  homes.  In  the  latter 
case,  special  equipment  is  kept  within  the  Division  and  conveyed  by  ambulance 
on  the  midwife's  request. 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

Children  of  the  folloviring  categories  within  the  age  range  0-5 
years  arc  eligible  for  admission  to  day  nurseries:- 

(i)  The  young  child  whose  mother  is  ill  or  having  a  baby. 

(ii)  The  illegitimate  child  whose  mother  is  seeking  work. 

(iii)  Children  of  parents  who  cannot  find  suitable  homes  or  are  living 
in  overcrowded  and/or  insanitary  dv/ellings. 

(,iv)  .  The  young  child  of  a  widov/  who  must  educate  and  support  her 

..family  unassisted,  and  als.o  the  young  child  of  the  mother  whose 
husband  is  ill. 

(v)  The  child  whose  mother  is  engaged  in  the  textile  or  other  export 
industry. 

Cvi)  The  child  whose  mother  is  engaged  in  the  armament  industry. 

(vii) 


Other  reasons. 


DAY  NURSERIES  -  continued 


The  Barby  Day  Uuracry  has  been  open  throughout  the  year.  It  has 
forty  places,  and  training  for  the  syllabus  of  the  National  Nursery  Examination 
Board's  Certificate  has  been  undertaken  there. 

At  Bafnoldswick  progress  towards  completing  the  new  day  nursery 
has  been  very  slow,  but  it  should  be  ready  for  use  early  in  1953.  Day 
nurseries  are  under  medical  supervisi^nj  babies  and  children  being  examined 
on  admission,  and  periodically  thereafter. 

There  are  no  residential  nurseries  within  the  Division, 
h)  CHILDRENS*  HOMES. 


These  are  administered  by  the  Welfare  Department,  but  all  children 
are  medically  examined  by  the  Health  Department  staff  on  admission,  on 
discharge,  and  periodically  during  their  residence  therein.  There  are  two 
such  homes  in  Skipton,  Aireview  House  and  Burnsidei  the  former  being 
temporarily  unoccupied. 

i)  CARS  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER  AND  HER  CHILD. 


This  is  a  duty  which  presents  mny  problems,  often  difficult  to 
solve  satisfactorily.  Arrangements  are  made  for  hospital  confinement, 
domiciliary  confinement,  or  admission  for  a  varying  period  to  homes  administered 
by  voluntary  organisations,  depending  on  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 

Where  admission  to  a  Home  is  arranged,  the  County  Council  provides 
financial  assistance  for  West  Riding  residents.  Considerable  help  has  also 
been  received  from  the  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Bradford  Diocesan  Moral 
Welfare  Council. 

The  two  greatest  difficulties  -  lack  of  accommodation  and  money, 
could  be  overcome  by  the  provision  of  a  hostel  where  mother  and  baby  could  be 
kept  together  d'Jiring  the  difficult  early  years  while  the  mother  goes  to  v/ork 
each  day.  There  is  need  for  such  a  hostel. 

MIDV/IFERY  SERVICES. 


Three  whole-time  midwivos  have  been  employed.  liJight  home  nurses  also 
undertake  midwifery,  as  the  system  of  combined  duties  has  proved  to  be  the  most 
practical  in  rural  areas.  These  eleven  members  of  the  staff  are  trained  to 
give  gas  and  air  analgesia  during  childbirth. 


MIDViflFSRY  SERVICES  -  continued 


The  nuDtoer  of  nidwives  enployed  in  hospitals  in  the 
Division  on  31st  Decenber,  1952  was  ten. 


STATISTICS. 

nidwives  8- 


Nunber  of  confinenents  in  the  Divisional  are?,  attended  by 
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Cs)  No.  of  cases  discharged 
from  hospitals  and 
fe.ternity  Hones  to  the 
care  of  the  Midwife  before 
the  I4th  day . ^ . . .  5. 


In  1951  There  were.,  194  doniciliary  confinements  and  682  in 
hospital.  The  comparable  figures  for  1952  are  173  and  692. 


MEDICrtL  AID  NOTICES . 


Sunmry  of  notices  issued  by  niidwives  requesting  the  services  of 
a  doctor,  as  prescribed  in  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board »- 


Pregnancy:  Nil 

Labour:  26 

Lying-in:  Nil 

The  Child:  2 


HOME!  NURSING. 

Five  whole-tine  nurses,  and  eight  nurses  who  combine  hone  nursing 
and  midwifery  have  been  enployed  to  care  for  patients  in  their  own  hones. 

As  night  be  expected  in  an  area  such  as  this  the  type  and  amount  of  work  varies 
greatly,  depending  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  availability  of  hospital  bods 
a.nd  out-patient  treatnent  facilities.  Much  of  it  is,  however,  onongst  the 
elderly  and  long  tern  sick  where  a  kindly,  tactful  and  efficient  manner  is  so 
necessary . 

A  summary  of  the  v/ork  done  by  the  hone  nurses  is  as  follows  :- 

(i)  Nuc'iber  of  visits  paid  by  hone  nurses  during  the  year:  33,108 

(ii)  Nunber  of  cases  attended  by  hone  nurses  during  the  year 

(excluding  midwifery  and  maternity  cases):  2,018 

7.  HEALTH  VISITING. 

Health  visitors  (who  are  also  qualified  nurses  and  nidwives)  are 
provided  for  home  visiting,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of 
young  children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant  or  nursing  mothers, 
and  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  In  this 
Division,  they  are  also  enployed  as  school  nurses,  and  tuberculosis  health 
visitors  so  that  each  has  an  area  (usually  with  a  clinic  as  well)  in  which  she 
can  employ  her  knowledge  and  skill  in  a  wide  variety  of  circumstances,  and  make 
an  important  contribution  towards  improving  the  health  of  the  community.  The 
most  valuable  part  of  this  work  is  done  in  the  homes  where  individual  health 
teaching  is  given  and  fa.nilies  helped  with  their  many  problems. 

STATISTICS. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  the  year:- 


First  Visits.  Total  Visits. 


(i)  Expectant  Mothers 

208 

548 

(ii)  Children  under  1  yr .  of  age. 

(iii)  "  between  1  and 

754 

6,115 

5  yrs. 

20 

8,952 

(iv) Other  cases 

365 

2,650 

1,347 

18,265 

8.  EOm  HELP  SERVICE 


During  the  year  hone  helps  have  been  provided  for  cases  coning 
within  the  following  classifications *- 

No»  of  cases  •  Hours  enplovcd . 


(i) 

Illness  in  the  home 

ta|  Tuberculosis 

3 

460 

Cb)  Other 

62 

5,409 

(ii) 

For  expectant  mothers 

7 

1,470 

(iii) 

For  confinements  in  the  homo 

83 

8,822 

Uv) 

Where  needed  because  of  a 
mentally  defective  person  in 
the  house 

2 

204 

(v) 

For  the  aged  because  of 
ta)  Illness 

37 

9,914 

(b)  Infirmity 

59 

11,691 

(vi) 

Where  the  mother  is  ill  or 
otherwise  unable  to  care  for 
children  of,  or  under  school 
age 

10 

3,711 

Totals 

263 

Totals  41,681 

During  the  year  the  authorised  establishnent  of  hone  helps  has 
been  eighteen,  or  the  equivalent  in  part-tine  workers.  As  the  demand  has 
always  exceeded  the  supply,  the  increase  in  establishnent  for  1953  will 
be  nost  welcone. 

Although  satisfactory  in  nost  respects  the  service  still  lacks 
that  flexibility  which  is  so  necessary  when  dealing  with  urgent  calls  for 
assistance.  The  opinion  is  still  held  that  these  calls  could  be  nore 
easily  dealt  with  by  the  enploynant  of  a  very  linited  nunber  of  salaried 
whole-tine  helps  who  could  be  directed  to  hones  as  the  need  arose,  and 
without  delay.  They  would  also  be  able  to  provide  nore  continuous  care 
for  the  aged,  particularly  if  employed  to  care  for  a  group.  Such  an 
arrangenent  would  also  reduce  the  amount  of  supervision  which  is  required 
under  existing  rules,  and  place  greater  emphasis  on  the  fact  that  the 
service  is  primarily  an  en^rgency  one  for  the  benefit  of  the  nany,  rather 
than  for  the  continued  assistance  of  a  few  long  tern  cases. 


9.  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICB. 

The  functions  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  existing  legislation 
are  as  follows 


(,a)  The  appointment  of  duly  authorised  officers  to  take  initial  proceedings 
for  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  ta^o  are  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy 
and  Mental  Treatrent  acts. 


MENT/iL  HEALTH  3ERVICS  -  continued 


(b)  The  duty  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  iicts  1913  -  18  of  ascertaining  what 
persons  in  the  area  are  defectives |  providing  suitable  supervision  for  then, 
guardianship,  or  institutional  cars;  and  mking  arrangenents  for  the  provision 
of  suitable  training  or  occupation  for  defectives  not  in  institutions. 

(c)  The  duty  to  mke  arrangements  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons 
suffering  from  mental  illness  or  mental  defectiveness,  so  far  as  provision 
is  not  otherwise  mde. 

(d)  The  provision  of  an  ambulance  service  for  the  purpose  of  the  mental 
health  service. 

Under  the  terms  of  paragraph  ^a)  the  duly  authorised  officer  has 
dealt  with  the  following  cases  during  the  years- 


(i) 

Nur.i)er  of  cases  certified  under  Section 

16  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

12 

(ii) 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  under  Section  20. 

- 

(iii) 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  under  Section  21. 

1 

(iv) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  authorised  officers 
have  assisted  in  obtaining  admission  under 

Section  1  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act. 

(v) 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  2  of  the 

Mental  Treatment  Act. 

- 

(vi) 

Any  other  cases  referred  to  the  authorised 
officer  for  action,  but  v/here  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  proceed  under  the  Lunacy 
or  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

9 

The  mental  health  social  worker  has  dealt  with  cases  under  the 
provisions  of  paragraphs  Cb)  and  Cc).,  and  a  hone  teacher  was  appointed 
during  the  year  for  the  training  and  teaching  of  defectives  in  their  own 
hones.'  Her  presence  will  meet  a  long  standing  demand,  and  arrangements  haws 
been  completed  for  her  to  operate  a  group  training  centre  in  Skipton  which 
certain  defectives  will  attend  on  three  days  each  week. 

The  shortage  of  institutional  acconmodation  for  mental  defectives 
still  persists,  for  although  there  are  about  56,200  in  institutions  in  this 
country,  4,000  were  av/aiting  admission  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  half  of 
whom  were  regarded  as  urgent  cases.  This  Division  is  in  a  fortunate  position 
at  present  as  there  are  no  very  urgent  cases  awaiting  admission. 

The  position  in  hospitals  for  the  mentally  ill  (as  distinct  from 
the  defectives)  is  very  similar,  and  they  are  overcrowded.  Furthermore,  there 
is  a  lack  of  liaison  between  mental  hospitals,  psychiatric  out-patient  clinics, 
and  local  health  authority  in  the  important  matter  of  after-care,  for  the 


hospital  social  Workers  are  few,  and  the  duly  authorised  officers  are 
neither  specially  trained,  nor  wholly  employed  in  this  type  of  work. 

STATISTICS  . 

Particulahs^  of  menta,!  defectives  as  on  1st  January,  1952. 

Number  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives  found  to  be  "subject  to  be  dealt  witi 


i/hle.  Female.  Total. 


1 

(a)  On  licence  from  institutions 
(Under  16 "years  of  age) 

“7 

! 

(Age  16  years  and  over) 

1 

- 

1 

(b)  Under  guardianship  (incl. 
cases  on  licence  therefrom) 

(Under  16  years  of  age) 

(Age  16  years  and  over) 

1 

mm 

1 

(c)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 
(excl.  cases  on  licence) 

(Under  16  years  of  age) 

2 

4 

6 

(Over  16  years  of  age  ) 

27 

17 

44 

Number  of  cases  incl.  in  (b) 
and  (c)  above  av/aiting  removal 
to  an  institution. 

2 

2 

4 

2.  Number  of  mental  defectives  not  at 
present  "subject  to  be  dealt  with" 
but  over  whom  some  form  of 
voluntary  supervision  is  maintained: 

(Under  16  years  of  age) 

3 

3 

(Age  16  years  and  over) 

7 

3 

10 

3.  Number  of  mental  defectives 
receiving  training: 

(a)  In  Occupation  Centres: 

(Under  16  yoar'i  of  age) 

1 

1 

2 

(Age  16  years  and  over) 

- 

- 

- 

(b )  At  home . 

5 

7 

12 

4.  Of  the  total  number  of  mental 
defectives  known  to  .the  Local 

Heo.lth  Authority  - 
(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to 
children  during  1952:- 
(l)  After  marriage 

m0 

(2)  Vi/hile  unmarried 

- 

- 

- 

(b )  Number  who  have  married  during 
1952:- 

-■ 

- 

- 

10.  VACCINATION  nND  mPJNISATIQN. 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  i»ct  the  Local  Health  Authority 
has  a  statutory  duty  to  cake  arrangancnts  for  persons  in  its  area  to  be 
vaccinated  against  smallpox  and  immunised  against  diphtheria. 


Vaccination  and  immunisation  arOj  therefore,  offered  to  the 
parents  of -all  babies,  and  if  desired  are  carried  out  by  the  family  dactor 
or  at  any  child  welfare  centre.  Immunisation... is  again  offered  when  th^.,. child 
reaches  school  age., 

Both  procedures  are  voluntary  and  without  charge.  These-  factors, 
along  with  the  greatly  reduced  incidence  of  both  diphtheria  and  smallpox 
give  mny  parents  an  entirely  false  sense  of  security.  For  smallpox  may 
be  imported  into  this  country  at  any  time,  and  the  remarkable  fall  in 
incidence  and  deaths  from  diphtheria  during  the  past  10’  years  has-  only  been- 
achieved  by  immunisation. 

Unfortunately,  the  numbers  vaccinated  and  immunised  in  the 
Division  in  1952  show  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  so' the  position  is 
still  far  from  satisfactory. 

Authority  was  received  during  the  year  to  undertake  vaccination 
against  whooping  cough,  which  is  now  one  of  the  more  serious  diseases  of 
infancy  and  childhood.  Vaccination  consists  of  three  small  injections  given . 
at  monthly  intervals  v/hich ,  should  it  not  fully  protect  every  child  will 
certainly  modify  the  disease  and  result  in  a  mild  attack.  This  vaccination 
is  available  at  all  child  welfare  centres,  and  general  practitioners  are 
■'  supplied  with  the  vaccine  on  request. 

STATISTICS.'  '  ’ 

(a)  Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  during  period. 


Age  at  dat^  •" 
of  vaccination’ 

Under 

1  vr.- 

1  yr . 

••  J 

2  - 

.  4  vrs . 

5  • 

14  yrs. 

15  yrs . 
or  over. 

Total. 

Number 

vaccinated 

176 

116 

24 

23 

65 

401 

Number  . 
re-vaccinated 

1 

5 

122 

•127 

(Tb)  Number  of  children  ifldio  completed  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  during  the  year. 


i-  '  -  ■  ;  t 

■  -ft  -  :  .  •  . 


.  Age  at  date  of  fina] 

injection.' 

Under  5. 

5  to  14.U 

.  Total . 

'  520 

114 

634 

(c)  Number  of  children  who  were  given  a  secondary  or  reinforcing 
injection  (i .e. , subsequent  to  complete  full  course)  during  the 
year  ....  690. 


•  •  •  t 


STATISTICS. 


(d)  Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation  against 
whooping  cough  during  the  yeari- 


Age  at  31.12 .52. 
i.e.  born  in  year. 

Under 

1 

1952 

1 

1951 

2 

1950 

3 

1949 

4 

1948 

Total 

Number  immunised 

25 

77 

31 

10 

S 
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PREVBNTION  OF  lUiNBSS  -  GARB  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

This  is  a  very  large  subject  indeed,  and  although  it  has  been  the  concern 
of  all  health  authorities  for  many  years,  it  will  be  many  more  liefore  the 
addititnal  r esponsiliilities  placed  upon  them  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
can  be  adequately  dealt  with. 

To  mention  but  a  few  points,  of  which  health  education  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  obvious.  This  is  regarded  as  the  responsibility  of  every  member  of  the 
staff,  for  the  personal  approach  and  example  are  the  best  method  of  promoting 
it.  Assistance  is  available  in  the  form  of  leaflets  and  posters,  but  the  subject 
cannot  be  properly  dealt  with  until  more  staff  are  available  to  give  lectures 
and  demonstrations  to  many  types  of  audience,  supplemented  by  films  and  health 
exhibitions  etc.  The  prevention  of  road  accidents  receives  much  attention,  for 
some  fi,000  persons  die  therefrom  each  year.  But  it  is  rarely  appreciated  that 
more  people  die  every  year  from  accidents  in  and  around  their  homes,  many  of 
them  from  burns  and  scalds.  Many  more  are  injured.  These  deaths  and  injuries 
are,  of  course,  preventalile . 

Fortunately,  it  is  possible  to  devote  more  time  to  certain  tther  aspects 
of  prevention,  notably  tuberculosis.  For  we  have  a  flcae  liaison  with  the 
Chest  Physician  through  the  attendance  of  health  visitors  at  his  clinics,  and 
by  means  of  case  conferences  and  discussions. 

A  variety  of  services  has  been  provided  under  the  "care  and  after  care 
scheme,  including  sick  room  requisites  for  home  nurses;  the  follow-up  of  cases 
discharged  from  the  larger  hospitals*  the  provision  of  crutches |  special  beds; 
invalid  chairs,  convalescent  home  treatment,  and  extra  milk  for  certain  cases 
of  tuberculosis. 

This  is  an  appropriate  place  to  refer  to  the  welfare  of  the  aged.  It 
is  frequently  called  the  problem  of  the  aged,  which  is  unfortunate,  for  the  old 
people  have  done  Ei&ch  for  the  country,  and  much  for  their  families  at  time 
when  the  State  helped  very  little,  ^fere  the  Local  Authority’s  chief  job  should 
be  the  prevention  of  disease,  debility  and  distress;  the  obvious  agents  being  the 
home  nurses  and  the  home  helps.  The  provision  of  suitably  designed  dwellings 
and  ensuring  that  their  homes  are  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  repair  are  also 
important . 


For  sone  old  people  much  is  lieing  done  in  other  ways  -  e»g», 
hone  visiting,  social  cluis,  chiropody  and  "meals  on  wheels".  But  there  are 
others  who  are  without  these  services  or  the  help  of  relatives,  and  living 
in  difficult  and  deteriorating  circumstances*  They  are  tften  unwilling  to 
enter  a  hostel  or  home,  and  eventually  have  to  he  admitted  to  a  hospital.  In 
old  age,  the  dividing  line  ketween  sickness  and  comparative  health  is  narrow, 
and  an  individual  cay  cr»ss  and  repress  it  many  tines*  For  such  individuals, 
and  they  are  an  increasing  number,  the  solution  appears  to  be  "the  half  way  house" 
where,  with  a  little  nursing  and  attention,  the  individual  could  ke  restored 
to  comparative  health  and  return  to  hio  or  her  own  home* 

Unfortunately,  no  such  'house 'exists  in  these  parts,  and  there  is 
no  choice  between  hospital  and  Part  111  Accommodation  (i*e*,  a  hone  or  hostel 
where  the  patient  must  ke  ambuJ.ant  and  not  in  need  of  even  temporary  nursing)  . 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES* 

AS  the  standards  of  parentcraft,  and,  in  spite  of  everything,  the 
physical  environment  of  the  bulk  of  the  population  have  improved  so  greatly 
over  the  last  two  or  three  generations,  so  a  sharper  emphasis  is  given  to  the 
small  minority  which  is  incapable  of  keeping  pace  with  the  general  march  of 
progress.  This  minority  constitutes  the  problem  families,  and  reference  has 
already  keen  made  to  them  in  Section  2.  In  brief,  they  are  families  showing 
social  defectiveness  of  such  a  degree  that  they  require  care,  supervision  and 
control,  for  their  own  vrell  keing,  and  that  of  others.  A  register  of  such 
families  is  kept,  and  although  there  are  few  in  this  Division,  there  are  others 
near  the  korder  line  which  is  very  easily  crossed  when  such  things  as  ill-health, 
unemployment  or  crime  are  added  to  the  family's  difficulties. 

It  is  not  easy  to  deal  effectively  with  this  proklem  with  our  present 
staff,  and  judging  by  results  from  the  large  towns,  by  far  the  best  method 
appears  to  lie  in  the  employment  of  Family  Ser/ice  Units  sponsored  by  the  Society 
of  Friends. 

ambulance  service. 


Baring  the  year  the  ambulances  previously  operated  ky  the  Earby  and 
Barnoldswick  Urban  listrict  Councils  (ini  an  agency  basis  were  taken  over  ky  the 
County  Ambulance  Service,  and  a  new  depot  was  opened  in  Barnoldswick.  Silsden 
Urban  district  and  adjacent  parishes  continue  to  ke  served  from  the  Keighley 
depot,  and  Addingham  and  Beamsley  from  Suiseley.  The  remainder  of  the  Division 
is  served  by  the  Skipton  depot  or  the  St*  John's  ambulance  Brigade ; vehicle  at 
Grassington . 

STaTISTIGS .  1952* 

Mileage  covereds  Q0,S23. 

Patients  carriedi  10,138. 


AUffiULANGE  SERVICE  -  ccntinued  »  '  .  •  ■  .  ' 

The  latest  available  figures  (for  the  year  ending  Slst  iikrch,  195l) 
show  that  over  England  and  wales  the  average  cost  of  this  service  per  vehicle 
per  mile  was  l/8d. .  The  total  cost  was : £7/411, 502 .  ,  ,  . 

•  THE'  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  arrangement'  vdiereby  each  child  is  medically  examined  at  least 
three  times  during  school  life  has  been  continued,  along  with  special  examino.tions 
and  re-examinations  as  necessary. 

"  Nothing  in  the  National  Health  Service  takes  its  place,  for  although 
a  child  may  be  onh  doctor's  list,  that  doctor  has  no ''particular  responsibility 
towards  him  unless  the  child  is  taken  to  consult  him,  whereas  the  schoo-1  medical  ■ 
officer  has  a  continual  responsibility  for  the  school  child  whether  specifically 
consulting  him  or  not.  Long  intervals  raa.y  elapse  during  which  a  child  may  be 
suffering  from  an  ailment  ?/hich  he  and  his  parents  have  failed  to  appreciate,  or 
hcec;,;e:  SO  accustoped  to  that  they  no  longer'  notice  it,  or  at  any  rate,  have  taken 
no  steps  to  have  it  remedied.  The  service  is  also  proving  of  value  in  providing 
guidance  -for  the  Youth  Employment  Officers  in  finding  work  for  school  leavers 
for  which  they  are  physically  and  mentally  best  fitted.  .. 

The  statistical  tables  show, the  general  condition  of  the  children  as 
mainly  very  satisfactory,  k^.ny  factors  contribute  to  this  happy  sltuationj  milk 
in  schools,  school  meals,  the  better  general  standard  of  living  of  a. larger 
number  of  people,-  arid  not  the  least,  the  continuous  supervision  of  the  health  of 
the  pre-school  child,  and  the  ..education  of  the  mothers  by  health  visitors,  either 
at  child  welfare  clinics  or  by  home  visitations. 

'  ■  '  TaBLE  1.  ■  • 

(a)-  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups.  '  ■  - ' 

Entrants: 

Second  Age  Groups 
•  •  Third  h.ge  Group; 

Total: 

Number  of  other  Periodic 


Inspections:  197 

Grand  Totala.  2 1 315 

(b)  OTHe]R  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections:  533 

Number  of  rc-inspe ctions :  481 


1.014  ! 


1,026. 
611  ' 
379 


2,016 


c)  CI^SSIFIGrtTION  OF  TIiS  GElJERAL  CONDITION  OF  aLL  PUPILS 

give:!  a  routine  examination. 


Ago  Group 

Nunber  of 

pupils 

inspected 

(-) 

Good 

CB)  Fair 

tC)  Poor 

No. 

%  of 
Col  *  2 . 

No . 

%  of 

Go 1 . 2  • 

No 

• 

^  of 
Col. 2 .; 

Entrants 

1,026 

706 

68,81. 

319 

31.00 

1 

.19  ' 

Second  age  group 

611 

412 

67.00 

199 

33.00 

— 

1 

Third  age  group 

379 

283 

75.00 

96 

25.00. 

— 

Other  period  inspections 

197 

144 

73.00 

53 

27.00 

■  - 

- 

Total: 

2,213 

1 . 545 

69.82 

667 

30.14 

1 

o 

• 

d)  PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 


.  -  Group 

Befectivo 
vision  (ex¬ 
cluding 
squint ] . 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in  Table 
llA. 

Total 

individ¬ 

ual 

pupils  .. 

Entrants 

22 

151 

157 

Second  age  group 

49 

68 

103 

Third  age  group 

54 

75 

168 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

125  ‘ 

294 

368 

Other  periodic  inspections 

8 

31 

1 

37 

Grand  Totals 

13S 

325 

405 

y 


\ 

\ 


TABLE  II. 


(e)  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MBDICkL  INSPECTION  IN  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  51  st  DECEIVIBER,  1952.' 


(all  defects  noted  at  medical  inspection  as  requiring  treatment  are 
included  in  this  return,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was  begun  before  .the 
date  of  the  inspection) « 


Number  of  Defects  * 


Defect  ©r  Disease. 

Periodic  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

Requiring 
Treatment . 

Requiring 
observat¬ 
ion  but 
not  treat¬ 
ment  . 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
observatior 
but  not 
treatment . 

Skin 

40 

9 

7 

1 

Eyess  (a)  Vision 

133 

110 

32 

57 

(b)  Squint 

35 

13 

8 

(c)  Other 

8 

6 

■  4 

2 

Ears;  (a)  Hearing 

2 

8 

2 

1  '  6 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

5 

7 

2 

3 

(c)  Other 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Nose  or  Throat 

40 

145 

8 

28 

Speech 

19 

16 

8 

4 

Cervical  Glands 

4 

57 

3 

9 

Heart  and  Circulation 

12 

58 

5 

15 

Lungs 

13 

49 

9 

13 

Developmental  j  (a)  Hernia 

1 

8 

3 

(b)  Other 

4 

'  102 

4 

6 

Orthopaedic:  (a)  Posture 

21 

14 

9 

7 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

52 

25 

11 

5 

(c)  Other 

25 

54 

12 

14 

Nervous  Systems  (a)  Epilepsy 

3 

4 

3 

1 

(b)  Other 

5 

11 

1 

Psychological  (a)  Development 

■  3 

1 

14 

(b)  Stability 

6 

8 

2 

6 

Other 

37 

17 

17 

10 

Totals 

468 

726 
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THE  SCHOOL  Hd^ALTH  SaRVIGB  -  continued 


(f)  ARRANSEMBNTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 


Observation  and  treatment  clinics  are  helil  in  Skipton,  Silsden  and 
Barnoldswick. 

Special  clinics  are  held  for  Orthopaedic,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  Eye 
and  Speech  Defects.  A  Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  held  every  fortnight. 

[g)  m^DICAPPED  PUPILS. 


A  register  is  maintained  of  all  pupils  who,  owing  to  some  mental  or 
physical  disability  require  special  educational  treatcent.  At  the  end  of  the 
year ,  41  pupils  were  included,  the  division  into  the  various  classes  being  as 
follows 


Blind  3 
Partially  Sighted  2 
Deaf  5 


Partially  Deaf  1 
Maladjusted  i 
Delicate  7 


Physically  Handicapped  11 
Educat ionally 

Subnormal  12 


Total;  47. 


The  number  •f  pupils  who  were  away  at  special  schools  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  31.,  the  details  being  as  follows; 


Schools  for  the  Slind  2 

"  "  ”  Partially  Sighted  1 

"  ”  "  Deaf  5 

"  "  ”  fkrtially  Deaf  1 


Schools  for  the  Maladjusted  6 

"  "  *’  Delicate  6 

"  "  "  Physically 

Handicapped  ft 

"  "  "  Educationally 

Subnormal  4 


Totals  31 


,h)  PUPILS  UNDER  OBSERVATION. 


In  addition  to  the  pupils  classified  as  handicapped  under  the  Education 
Act,  1944.,  134  children  v/ith  defects  of  a  less  serious  or  temp-^rary  nature  were 
kept  under  observation  during  the  year. 

i)  NETHERSIDE  HALL,  Threshfield,  ^  a  residential  school  for  delicate  Hoys  whose 
homes  are  in  the  Vest  Riding  is  situated  within  the  Division.  Medical  supervision 
and  nursing  care  are  provided  by  the  staff  of  the  department. 

j)  DENTAL  SERVICE. 


The  fell  owing  statistics  have  been  provided  by  I'fir .  O.A,  Long,  Area 
Dental  Officer;- 


dental  service  -  continued 


Number 

of 

children  inspected 

'2,843 

ti 

11 

"  found  to  require  treatment 

2,237 

(1 

II 

”  offered  treatment 

1,950 

II 

11 

"  treated 

^1,100 

II 

11 

Att  endances 

i,737 

II 

11 

Extractions : 

^a)  temporary 

"  1,280 

(bj  permanent 

153 

It 

11 

General  Anaesthetics: 

Nil 

11 

11 

Fillings : 

Ca)  temporary 

■  246 

(b)  permanent 

1,170 

11 

II 

Other  treatments: 

(a)  temporary 

187 

(b)  permanent 

583 

MEDICAL  examinations.  ... 

■Particulars  of  medical  examinations  carried  out  by  the -Divisional  Medical 
Staff  are  listed  balowj- 

Sntry  to  County  Superannuation  Scheme:  40 

Toachc-rs  and  entrants  to  training  colleges:  11  • 

Fitness  for  work:  25  • 

In  addition,  certain  examinations  were  carried  out  under  the  Children  Act, 
1948.,  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  and  the  Education  Act,  1944. 
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